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FOREWORD 


The owner of the Park House Collection has been an avid enthusiastic collector for many years and his acute eye and 
patience has certainly been rewarded. The comprehensiveness and the superlative state of preservation ranks it without 
doubt one of the best collections of sovereigns to be offered in the UK. 

The collection bristles with rarities, the greatest being the finest known ‘specimen’ 1920S, and the UK proof 1953. The 
British series is short of one or two dates but all the rarities are there, including the second finest known 1819, and high 
grade examples of the 1823, 1828, 1838 and 1843 ‘narrow shield’, 1841, 1859 Ansell, 1863 (827 on truncation), 1874 
shield reverse, and the 1917. 

Aside from the legendary 1920S previously mentioned, the Australian coins are outstanding and the following pieces are 
just some of the rarities to be offered in superb grade: both types of Adelaide pound, Sydney mint 1855 and 1856 issues 
and the 1922S and 1923S. The Melbourne mint section boasts the 1920, 1921 and 1922 issues and from the Ottawa mint 
the 1908, 1913 and the very rare 1916. 

The sovereign market has blossomed in recent years and has a very strong collector base, particularly in the UK, USA and 
Australia. As a result of this we at St James’s Auctions were the first auction house to include a separate sovereign section 
in almost every sale. 

If you are unable to attend the sale, you can bid free of charge through www.the-saleroom.com and the catalogue can be 
viewed online at www.sixbid.com and www.numisbids.com 

Credit for putting the catalogue together goes to Lisa Norfolk, Joel Elias, Ruth Muller and Elaine Cheung, and our special 
thanks go to Mark Rasmussen and Bob Jaggard for their help in putting the collection together, and to Bruce Lorich for 
his supplementary cataloguing. 

Thank you for your support and we look forward to your participation in the sale. 



Stephen Fenton 
St James’s Auctions 




^arkjKause Collection of Sovereigns 

^ngCish Sovereigns 



1 George III, sovereign, 1817, laur. head r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3785; M.l), about 
uncirculated /^1500-2000 



2 g George III, sovereign, 1818, laur. head r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3785A; M.2A), uncirculated, 
a most pleasing specimen, evenly and sharply struck, with lovely old-gold colour, rare ^^5000-6000 


T'fie ‘FamecC 1819 Sovereign 


3 Q George III, sovereign 1819, laur. head r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3785; M.3), almost very fine 
hut details remain bold, includinQ the date, the surfaces shomnQ orioinality and almost no marks 

£45,000-55,000 

The rarest of all London sovereigns, this the second finest known. 

The ancient Royal Mint, situated within the walls of the Tower of London for centuries, was replaced early in the 19th 
century by a new facility, called the Tower Hill Mint, located outside the walls of the Tower but nearby Chalks (A New 
History of the Royal Mint, 1992) informs us that the move into the new mint ‘proceeded slowly’ after the handsome 
new structure itself was completed, beginning in the summer of 1810. It was two years until the new mint was in 
operation (August 1812), using new presses and numerous innovations largely borrowed from the Soho Mint’s 
manufacturing methods. And yet, the coinage remained of the old style for another four years (and largely consisted 
of the ‘token coinage’ of silver denominations, bearing the kkeness of King George III but issued for the Bank of 
England during the wars with Napoleon). Gold was of the old denominations, with the guinea being valued at 21 
shilkngs and struck only in 1813: together with the French 20-franc gold pieces dated 1815 (with the portrait of Louis 
XVIII), these were used largely to pay British troops engaged against Napoleon. Minting equipment kept faking in 
these first few years at the Tower Hkl Mint, and the prices of precious metals fluctuated during this period; they did 
not settle down to traditional values until the final defeat of Bonaparte. When these troubles were put behind, the now- 
famikar and so-caked New Coinage commenced in 1816 for the skver denominations, and in 1817 for the gold sovereign 
and its half Technicaky, the new coins came into being only fokowing the report of the ‘committee on coin’ dated 21 
May 1816. Standard weights were determined thereby, and gold (not silver) was set as ‘the sole standard of value’, 
Chakis teks us, with ak coins of lesser value than the gold sovereign being dependent on the sovereign’s intrinsic and 
legal value. The guinea was thus abandoned to history, as authorities agreed with merchants that the ‘pound’ system with 
which they ak became famikar during the recent war, seen on banknotes, had become the customary way of reckordng. 

The sovereign, equal exactly to 20 shkkngs, was born of genius; the conception of Benedetto Pistrucci, who produced 
the models and attempted early engraving, was ultimately engraved by Thomas Wyon with the titular assistance of 
William Wekesley Pole (elder brother of the Duke of Welkngton), and their efforts combined to create one of the 
most beloved of all coins, featuring the classic image of St. George slaying the dragon (or devk). The half sovereign’s 
reverse gave way to a simple but beautiful rendition of the royal shield, the coin not being large enough to display the 
St. George motif as it was intended to be seen. The hand-finishing of the dies used for the sovereign, in its original 
conception during its brief appearance from 1817 into early 1820, when the king passed away, is evident in the various 
small differences in detaks, such as the ‘ascending colon’ which distinguishes the variety of the lovely 1818 sovereign 
seen in this collection, whereas the 1819 sovereign displays a ‘descending colon’. The new mint’s machinery was working 
splendidly by the time gold was first made in 1817, and more than 3.2 mkkon sovereigns were minted during that first 
year; wealthy collectors as well as monarchists across the kingdom tended to save the gkttering, new gold coins as 
souvenirs. The next year, the mintage was again sizable, more than 2.3 mkkon pieces. This dropped to a mere 3,574 coins 
during the third year of issue, 1819, although the extreme rarity of this date a mere ten years after its creation (as 
explained in the Bentley sale catalogue, Part 3, Lot 941) suggests that even this meagre issue could include coins dated 
1818. Research into mint records revealed in the Bentley catalogue indicates that all 1819 sovereigns were struck during 
the course of five days’ minting from August to November, and that ak gold used to strike them came from ‘private 
sources, most kkely firms in the City of London’, not from the Bank of England as had by then become the custom. 
Whatever the source of their gold, sovereigns dated 1819 were nearly impossible to locate by contemporary collectors. 




Then in 1820 mintage jumped again, to more than 900,000 coins, and yet the final year has become difficult to locate 
in mint state. Clearly, sovereigns dated 1820 suffered both constant use and subsequent melting - the charm of a new 
coin had worn off with the public after four years, and few seem to have been saved. In fact, countless sovereigns of 
George III were taken abroad by tourists and many others were exported for commercial exchange. Does this also 
explain the relative rarity of the 1818 sovereign? Many had been made from melted gold obtained from older coins: 
across the kingdom, more than 500 exchange stations had been set up by the end of 1817, Chalks explains, with tons 
of old coins coming in to the new mint in caravans of coaches and wagons and in ships from Scotland. In its desire to 
clean out the old coinages, the mint even accepted counterfeits for melting. Clearly, old gold was made into brand-new 
sovereigns and half-sovereigns during 1818, accounting for the high mintage figures. When this massive re-coinage 
ended, the mint no longer depended on ‘suppkes of buUion from private individuals’ (Chalks, page 484), but instead 
struck volumes of coins determined by government need. The Bank of England became the main suppker of gold. 
The relative scarcity of sovereigns dated 1818 compared to those dated 1817 and even those dated 1820 must be 
explained by the exigencies of commerce and exportation, but the great rarity of the 1819 sovereign is easily 
understandable - the new sovereign was plentiful by the end of the year 1818, universaky accepted and in the main 
lauded for its beauty and its sokd intrinsic value. It seems that sovereigns dated 1819, scarcely made at ak, simply entered 
commerce ignored for their date and were heavky used for the next century, at home and abroad. Almost none were 
minted. Few were saved. And a great rarity was born. 


4 ^ George III, sovereign, 1820, laur. head r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3785C; practically 

mint state /^2500-3000 





5 Q George III, sovereign, 1820, small date, laur. head r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3785C; M.4A), 
practically uncirculated ^^2500-3000 

*ex Bentley Collection, Baldwins Auctions, 8 May 2012, lot 9 







6 ^ George IV, sovereign, 1822, laur. head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3800; M.6), uncirculated 

£2250-2750 


'ex Bentley Collection, Baldwins Auctions, 8 May 2012, lot 13 





7 ^ George IV, sovereign, 1823, laur. head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3800; M.7), mth old ticket, 

about uncirculated, very rare, one of the finest known examples of this prime early sovereign rarity 

£8000-10,000 

Lustrous, boldly struck, of fine old-gold colour, and showing few abrasions, this is indeed a special example of the rarest 
date sovereign of this design type. Some 21 million sovereigns of the Laureate Head style were coined between 1821 
and 1825, of which only during 1823 did the mintage fall below one million (616,770 struck in 1823). And then this 
regal style ended, being replaced at the king’s own command by the Bare Head portrait issue. It is a familiar story that 
during 1823 the new portrait was first prepared as a medallion by Sir Francis Chantrey The obverse die for the sovereign 
was engraved by J.B. Merlen, as Pistrucci famously refused to simply copy the work of another artist. The king approved 
of it without delay, and in mid-year 1825 the new portrait began to appear. George IV was a vain man who had admired 
a large bust of himself in this style, showing him to be slimmer in demeanour than the Laureate portrait suggested; but 
he was not slim at all, and in fact the first style of portrait, as seen on this sovereign, is the more lifelike. 

Despite the obviously lower output of sovereigns in 1823, however, there is no specific reason for this date’s rarity. 
Economic activity in 1823 was not out of the ordinary In fact there is the suggestion in all histories of economic plenty 
at the time, which doubtless accounts for the issue of the Two Pound gold coin struck only during 1823 for commerce. 
Half sovereigns of 1823 were also struck in smaller numbers compared to other years in this series. It must be that the 
Two Pound coin was seen, at the time, as reducing the requirement for gold sovereigns used in commercial transactions, 
although clearly the larger coin was deemed unnecessary in subsequent years, as no others were made for commercial 
purposes until the Jubilee issue of 1887. The gold sovereign continued to be the standard for trade purposes, both at 
home and across the empire. We must ultimately conclude that sovereigns of 1823 saw continual use, and over time wore 
down until they were re-coined into newer sovereigns. 



8 Q George IV, sovereign, 1824, laur. head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3800; M.8), sharply struck 
on both sides, some tiny marks in front of the kinfs face, otherwise brilliant mint state with lovely gold colour, 
scarce £2500-3000 




9 




George IV, sovereign, 1825, laur. head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3800; M.9), slightly scuffed, 
otherwise about extremely fine, very rare /^3000-3500 



10 g George IV, sovereign, 1826, bare headl., rev. crowned shield of arms (S.3801; M.ll), as struck, lustrous 
with lovely colour, mint state ^^2500-3000 

*ex Bentley Collection, Baldwin’s Auctions, 8 May 2012, lot 19 






11 g George IV, sovereign, 1827, bare head L, rev. crowned shield of arms (S.3801; M.12), light scuff mark 
on neck, otherwise uncirculated ^^2500-3000 

*ex Bentley Collection, Baldwins Auctions, 8 May 2012, lot 20 





12 g George IV, sovereign, 1828, bare head 1., rev. crowned shield of arms (S.3801; M.13), almost extremely 
fine, some ancient abrasions in the fields, sharply struck for the type, extremely rare 5,000-20,000 

The year 1828 is of course a key date for collectors of sovereigns, as it has long been recognized as a rarity in all 
conditions. Marsh (Michael A Marsh, The Gold Sovereign, 1999) states that during the calendar year of 1828 most 
sovereigns struck by the Royal Mint bore the date 1827, and that the new obverse die bearing the date 1828 was not 
used until December of that year. This accounts for the mintage of 386,182 sovereigns of this date, compared to other 
dates in this series having mintages ranging from about 2.2 miLlion to more than 5.7 million. Marsh assigns an R4 rating 
to this date: 15 to 25 examples known. That would seem a bit of an over-estimation and yet the date appears infrequently 
enough to call it extremely rare among the gold coins of this king. Truth to tell, most sovereigns minted during the first 
four decades are exceptionally difficult to locate in choice, lustrous condition and even the seemingly common 1826 
Tare head’ sovereign (with a mintage of more than 5.7 million) is not often available in the best grades. Chalks offers 
a sokd explanation, noting that contemporary accounts often mentioned the preponderance of Tght coins’ circulating 
by the 1840s, meaning that the New Coinage was wearing quickly in commerce and that kght or worn gold coins in 
particular represented a loss versus face value to owners. The Treasury decided to do something about the situation, 
Chalks says (page 484), and it steadky withdrew more than fourteen mikion pounds’ worth of kight’ gold between July 
1842 and March 1845, ‘roughly one-third of the total gold circulation’. Ak these earker dated coins, sovereigns and 
their halves (‘and this exercise probably removed most of the remaining guineas’), were melted by the Royal Mint, 
which then replaced them with new coins. This explains the relative rarity of these coins available to today’s collectors, 
especiaky those dates struck in kmited quantities, such as the signal rarity of 1828. 








13 g George IV, sovereign, 1829, bare head L, rev. crowned shield of arms (S.3801; M.14), light hairlines, 
otherwise mint state £2250-21 50 



14 g George IV, sovereign, 1830, bare head 1., rev. crowned shield of arms (S.3801; yi.\5),practically mint 
state £2250-2150 













15 Q William IV, pattern sovereign, 1830, plain edge, bare head r., rev. crowned shield of arms (S.3829B; 
W&R.260 [R5]), some light abrasions from handling hut boldly struck with deeply mirroredfields and in a plastic 
holder, graded by NGC as Proof 62 ULTRA CAMEO 2,500-15,000 

This lovely coin was the pattern for the short-lived sovereign issue of this king, uncle of the princess Victoria and long 
known for his service to the Royal Navy As the brother of George IV, he bore much resemblance, as does his portrait, 
which following long tradition faced in the opposite direction to that of his predecessor. The splendid reverse was 
engraved by the Frenchman J. B. Merlen, whose talents at the mint were directed mainly towards crests and seals and 
badges, at which he excelled; he suffered much as Pistrucci had, not being permitted to advance in the engraving 
department as he was not British, and yet he produced a truly exquisite regal shield, a work of art, as seen on this 
prototype pattern. All sovereigns of William IV are difficult to locate in grades lacking wear, but even a Gem MS coin 
lacks the eye-appeal of this frosted cameo proof with its royal portrait Moating’ against a watery field made of nearly 
pure gold. 



16 


Q William IV, sovereign, 1831, bare head r., rev. crowned shield of arms (S.3829; M.16), in plastic holder, 
graded by PCGS as Mint State 62 ^^2750-3250 







17 William IV, sovereign, 1832, first bust, bare head r., rev. crowned shield of arms (S.3829; M.17A), 
about extremely fine ^ 500-2000 

*ex Bentley Collection, Baldwins Auctions, 8 May 2012, lot 27 



18 Q William IV, sovereign, 1832, second bust, bare head r., rev. crowned shield of arms (S.3829B; M.17), 
mint state ^^2500-3000 



19 ^ William IV, sovereign, 1833, bare head r., rev. crowned shield of arms (S.3829B; M.18), light suface 

marksy otherwise superb mint state, rare ^^2750-3250 










20 Q William IV, sovereign, 1835, bare head r., rev. crowned shield of arms (S.3829B; M.19), light obverse 
marks, otherwise extremely fine, reverse better £1150-2250 

*ex Bentley Collection, Baldwins Auctions, 8 May 2012, lot 30 



21 g William IV, sovereign, 1836, bare head r., rev. crowned shield of arms (S.3829B; M.20), boldly struck, 
with a particularly well-detailed reverse, and lustrous with lovely old-gold colour, mint state, very scarce as such 

£2500-5000 












22 ^ William IV, sovereign, 1837, bare head r., rev. crowned shield of arms (S.3829B; M.21), extremely 

fine £1500-2000 



23 Victoria, sovereign, 1838, young head 1., rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath (S.3852; M.22), 
light hairlines, about uncirculated, rare in this grade £3500-4000 














24 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1838, ‘narrow shield’, inverted die axis, young head L, rev. crowned shield of 
arms within wreath (S.3852A; yi.22K),good extremely fine, reverse better, sharply struck savefor the central lower 
shield on reverse, exceedingly rare, and the finest known specimen 5,000-17,000 

*ex Bentley Collection, Baldwin’s Auctions, 8 May 2012, lot 38 

Always an elusive date, the first struck for this monarch, but here is the best representation extant of the variant reverse 
which is better known as a variant of the 1843 sovereign. This ‘narrow shield’ variation from the normal reverse die 
was not recognized for more than a century, and this surely accounts for the rarity of the piece for each date; that being 
said, while both are truly rare, it is the 1843 which appears more frequently for sale. The origin of this reverse die is 
unknown but it has been speculated that it may have been intended for a pattern but not used. As dies were expensive 
to create, eventually it was pulled for use by the Royal Mint, but in the day its variant was unimportant and ignored. The 
leaves and their arrangement differ from the norm, as does the crown’s placement and its smallest details, all of which 
produces the image of a narrower shield. Of more historical importance is the date itself, the first year of issue. Mintage 
was more than 2.7 million pieces, yet the coin as a date is seldom encountered and rarely seen above EF condition. It 
must be assumed that the majority of 1838 sovereigns suffered melting, as explained under the history given for the 
1828 sovereign in this sale, and thus almost all that were created, of the unknown quantity that was made of this ‘narrow 
shield’ style, simply disappeared — long, long ago. 






25 Victoria, sovereign, 1839, young head 1., rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath (S.3852; M.23), 
small scratches by F in reverse legend, about uncirculated, reverse better ^^5000-6000 

*ex Bentley Collection, Baldwins Auctions, 27 September 2012, lot 400 



26 Victoria, sovereign, 1841, unbarred As in GRATIA, young head 1., rev. crowned shield of arms within 
wreath (S.3852; M.24), sutfaces buffed, good very fine, very rare ^^7500-8500 












27 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1842, young head 1., rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath (S.3852; M.25), 

practically uncirculated 000-1250 



28 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1843, young head 1., rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath (S.3852; M.26), 

good extremely fine ^£900-1200 

*ex Bentley Collection, Baldwins Auctions, 8 May 2012, lot 43 


















29 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1843, ‘narrow shield’, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath 
(S.3852B; M.26A), extreme^fine, exceeding rare, possibly one ofi thefitnest known ofi this variety 

£12,000-15,000 

*ex Bentley Collection, Baldwin’s Auctions, 8 May 2012, lot 45 

While the details of the reverse of this distinctive variant are well explained in the footnote to lot 24, of perhaps greatest 
importance is the remarkable die-work seen in the united thistle, rose and shamrock as an armorial emblem placed 
beneath the shield itself: each segment of the emblem is larger and more finely detailed than on any other sovereign of 
this reign and even from the rendering of this motif on the patterns of 1837 and 1838; the thistle in particular stands 
out as larger and much closer to the central rose. This begs the questions: why did the die exist, and who engraved it? 
Was it the unfinished die originally intended for a pattern, or the work of an apprentice cast aside? For the advanced 
collector of sovereigns, this coin will forever be of singular interest, and elusive. 






30 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1844, young head 1., rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath (S.3852; M.27), 

scratch from nose to forehead, and by crown and on shoulder, extremely fine /^700-900 

*ex Bentley Collection, Baldwins Auctions, 8 May 2012, lot 46 



31 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1845, young head 1., rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath (S.3852; M.28), 

a little weakly struck on shield, otherwise practically as struck /^1000-1200 

*ex Bentley Collection, Baldwins Auctions, 8 May 2012, lot 48 










32 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1846, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath (S.3852; M.29), 
light hairlines, practically uncirculated £\ 200-1500 



33 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1847, young head 1., rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath (S.3852; M.30), 

about uncirculated £800-1200 









34 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1848, first (small) young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath 

(S.3852; M.31A), extreme^fine, exceeding rare ^^5000-6000 

*ex Bentley Collection, Baldwins Auctions, 8 May 2012, lot 55 

This humble-looking sovereign is indeed subtle in its difference from other 1848 sovereigns, most survivors of this year, 
by a large margin, being of the second, slightly larger portrait style. At the Mint in this year a determined examination 
of die-life led to this change, as ably explained in the Bentley sale catalogue (8 May 2012, lot 55 footnote), in which the 
cataloguer called this coin ‘One of the unsung great rarities in the shield sovereign series of Queen Victoria’. More than 
a century passed before it was recognized. This specimen, now famous, clearly figures among the finest survivors. 
Offered in this lot is far more than a mere rarity: if it goes into a long-held collection, its equal may never be available. 











35 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1848, second (large) young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath 

(S.3852C; M.31), handling marks, about uncirculated /^600-800 

*ex Bentley Collection, Baldwins Auctions, 27 September 2012, lot 410 



36 Victoria, sovereign, 1849, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath (S.3852C; M.32), 
magnificent mint state with a wondefulportrait and an exquisitely detailed reverse £3500-4000 
















37 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1850, young head 1., rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath (S.3852C; M.33), 

about uncirculated £800-1000 



38 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1850, Roman I, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath 
(S.3852C; cf M.33), about extremely fine £800-1000 

*ex Bentley Collection, Baldwins Auctions, 8 May 2012, lot 61 



39 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1851, the 5 struck over a lower 5, young head 1., rev. crowned shield of arms 

within wreath (S.3852C; M.34), about uncirculated £800-1000 

*ex Bentley Collection, Baldwins Auctions, 8 May 2013, lot 987 










40 


41 






40 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1852, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath (S.3852C; M.35), 

light surface marks, uncirculated £800“ 1000 

41 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1853, WW in relief, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath 

(S.3852C; M.36), extremely fine £600-800 



42 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1853, WW incuse, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath 
(S.3852D; M.36), practically uncirculated £1500-2000 

*ex Bentley Collection, Baldwins Auctions, 8 May 2012, lot 69 



43 44 45 


43 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1854, WW incuse, young head 1., young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms 

within wreath (S.3852D; M.37), extremely fine £400-500 

*ex Bentley Collection, Baldwins Auctions, 8 May 2012, lot 71 

44 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1855, WW incuse, young head 1., rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath 

(S.3852D; M.38), light suface marks, about uncirculated £600-800 

45 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1856, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath (S.3852D; M.39), 

light obverse rim knock, suface marks, otherwise good extremely fine £350-450 

*ex Bentley Collection, Baldwins Auctions, 8 May 2012, lot 75 



46 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1857, young head 1., rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath (S.3852D; M.40), 

good extremely fine £500-700 


47 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1859, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath (S.3852D; M.42), 

tiny rim nick, otherwise about uncirculated £800-1000 

*ex Bentley Collection, Baldwins Auctions, 8 May 2012, lot 80 






48 Victoria, sovereign, 1859, AnseU, young head 1., rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath (S.3852E; 
M.42A), extremely fine, and one of the finest known £6000-7000 

Easily distinguished by the raised line along the lower portion of the ribbon behind Victoria’s ear, this famous variety 
came into existence for a purely technical reason: the gold from which it was made came from Australia, where the early 
Sydney Mint found itself unable to refine out the natural silver and other metals in its native gold ore (Challis, page 513). 
The coin takes its name from the man who ultimately alloyed the Australian specie for coinage use, George Frederick 
AnseU, who authored a technical paper caUed A Treatise on Coining’ (first appearing in The Mechanics'Magafne, 24 June 
1859). His biography is vague but he seems to have been employed, for his expertise in metals chemistry, by the Royal 
Mint in its smelting room, where he successfuUy parted out the trace metals in the ore and deemed the gold received 
from AustraUa to be fit for coinage into sovereigns. His work was evidently questioned by the master of the mint, so 
he added the now-famous raised Une on the ribbon to dies he had prepared to intentionaUy test results. InitiaUy the gold 
was curiously called ‘brittle’ because of the impurities it contained when received at the mint. Ansell’s sovereigns 
underwent testing and were found equal to aU others in durabiUty, not at aU ‘brittle’. AU of the AustraUan gold received 
by the Royal Mint in 1859 was then coined into sovereigns, and these were duly released into commerce. The exact 
number of sovereigns struck using Ansell’s dies has never been proved. Decades passed before the variety was 
recognized by the numismatic fraternity, by which time almost aU discovered examples showed considerable wear, but 
in fact few Ansells have ever been located. The rest of the mintage of 1859 disappeared around the world during the 
century in which sovereigns were freely traded. Never identified as unusual during this period, most undoubtedly ended 
up melted down into gold bars. Few survivors can begin to match the qualities offered by this beautiful example. It has 
lovely, choice surfaces combined with an evenly sharp strike on each side, including high beaded rims, and rich golden 
colour. Only the barest friction in the lustre is perceptible. 








49 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1860, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath (S.3852D; M.43), 
mint state 600-2000 



50 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1861, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath (S.3852D; M.44), 
about uncirculated £600-800 



51 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1861, Roman I, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath 
(S.3852D; M.44A), about uncirculated, the finest known example /^1500-2000 

*ex Bentley Collection, Baldwins Auctions, 8 May 2012, lot 90 













52 


53 






52 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1862, narrow date, young head 1., rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath 

(S.3852D; M.45), extremely fine /^300-400 

53 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1863, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath (S.3852D; M.46), 

about uncirculated /^300-400 



54 Victoria, sovereign, 1863, ‘827’ on truncation, die number 22, young head 1., rev. crowned shield of 
arms within wreath (S.3852F; M.48A),^^?^?<7 very fitne, extremely rare £6000-7000 

This mysterious issue was unrecognized by the numismatic world for nearly a century, by which time a vast number of 
British sovereigns of all years had been distributed around the world. Commercial exchange caused unknown numbers 
to suffer long wear, melting, and disappearance into private hoards and bank holdings. A single ‘827’ sovereign appeared 
in the Hatton Hoard of gold found in Derbyshire in 1954, and since that time collectors have searched far and wide 
for more examples. Yet only a handful have been found. By 1980, Marsh knew of so few that he assigned an R6 rarity 
rating (4 to 8 known). Since then, a few more have come to light, including a piece finer than any Marsh had seen (a 
slightly lustrous coin discovered by this cataloguer in the 1990s). Any specimen is desirable and incredibly rare, and no 
collection of Victoria’s sovereigns can be complete without an example. Here, the all-important number ‘827’ on the 
truncation of the bust is good and sharp, as is the first digit of the distinctive reverse die number ‘22’ seen on almost 
all known specimens. One of the most important of Victorian die varieties, and of extreme rarity in any condition. 










55 


56 






55 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1865, die no. 14, young head 1., rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath 

(S.3853; M.50), about uncirculated £500-600 

*ex Bentley Collection, Baldwins Auctions, 8 May 2012, lot 144 

56 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1866, die no. 11, young head 1., rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath 

(S.3853; M.51), about uncirculated /^600-700 




57 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1868, die no. 39, young head 1., rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath 

(S.3853; M.52), light edge knock on reverse, about uncirculated /^400-500 

*ex Bentley Collection, Baldwins Auctions, 8 May 2012, lot 190 

58 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1869, die no. 27, young head 1., rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath 

(S.3853; M. 53), light surface marks, otherwise extremely fine /^400-500 




59 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1870, die no. 85, young head 1., rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath 

(S.3853B; M.54), as struck /^600-700 

*ex Bentley Collection, Baldwins Auctions, 8 May 2012, lot 216 


60 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1870, die no. 115, young head 1., rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath 
(S.3853B; M.54), about uncirculated ^^500-600 





61 62 


61 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1871, die no. 37, young head 1., rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath 

(S.3853B; M.55), about uncirculated /^400-500 

*ex Bentley Collection, Baldwins Auctions, 8 May 2012, lot 237 

62 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1872, no die no., young head 1., rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath 

(S.3853B; M.47), about uncirculated /^500-600 

*ex Bentley Collection, Baldwins Auctions, 8 May 2012, lot 253 



63 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1872, die no. 109, young head 1., rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath 

(S.3853B; M.56), uncirculated ^^600-700 

*ex Bentley Collection, Baldwins Auctions, 8 May 2012, lot 289 



64 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1874, die no. 32, young head 1., rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath 

(S.3853B; M.58), light scratch on neck, otherwise extremely fine, extremely rare £6000-7000 

Rated R4 by Marsh, this was the final date of issue of this variety, with by far the smallest mintage of the entire series 
of Die Numbers on Shield reverses with ‘WW.’ in relief (520,713 pieces among some 55 million struck between 1863 
and 1874). Our technical description does not do justice to the overall strong eye-appeal of this specimen, which sports 
an especially bold shield combined with a lovely portrait of the queen, having no serious abrasion, and the colour is 
that of fine old gold. A special coin for any advanced collector of gold sovereigns. 








65 Q Victoria, pattern sovereign, 1880, plain edge, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within 
wreath (W&R.323 [R5]; Murdoch 513; Nobleman 273; Douglas-Morris 213), FDQ a splendid proof, 
fully original with a hold impression of the dies as well as ^watery ^ mirroredfields, and a lovely old-gold colour 

£20,000-25,000 

*ex Virgil M. Brand Collection 

ex Spink Numisatic Circular, December 1992, no. 7601 

ex An Important Collection of Gold Sovereigns 1816-2000, offered as one lot, Sotheby’s, November 2000, lot 525 (part) 
ex Bentley Collection, Baldwin’s Auctions, 8 May 2013, lot 1212, realised £32,400 

This exceedingly rare coin exists only as a pattern in this die-combination without mint mark and seems to have been 
created in conjunction with the first ‘international exhibitions’ of Australia, the first at Sydney in 1879 and the second 
at Melbourne the following year. The occasions were indeed special: the first ‘exhibition’ or world’s fair ever held by any 
Australian colony occurred from September 1879 to April 1880, and Sydney had gone to great lengths to set up before 
its rival Melbourne (which had planned a similar exhibition for 1880 to 1881) was able to accomplish the task. Sydney 
minted a special specimen or proof sovereign dated 1879 bearing the mint’s ‘S’ mark on the reverse beneath the shield. 
It became a featured part of an exhibit of coins and medals shown at the Sydney fair. Melbourne had been outdone! 
However, the Royal Mint at London was convinced of the need to supply examples of the type of sovereign then 
being struck in Australia and prepared two examples of the type, lacking any mint mark, which were shipped to 
Melbourne for its exhibition. These were put on display, showing both sides next to each other. One remains in the 
collection of the Museum of Victoria at Melbourne, while the second example was traded after the exhibition ended, 
and this coin found its way into the private collection of Virgil Brand. It has recently appeared at auction twice, having 
been purchased privately from Spink in 1992. Perhaps two other specimens are known, one of which appeared in the 
Jacob Y. Terner Collection, sold a decade ago; Dr. Terner obtained it privately in the USA in 1989, along with an 1880 
proof sovereign having the St. George reverse. Evidently the Australian impetus caused the Royal Mint at London to 
prepare several ‘Imperial Proof Sets’, which included both reverses of the 1880 sovereign along with a half sovereign, 
and these sets appear to be the sole source of all known examples. 





66 Q Victoria, pattern sovereign, 1870, milled edge, WW incuse without stops on truncation, engraved 
after WilHam Wyon, muled with the George III reverse, engraved after Benedetto Pistrucci, young 
head L, rev. St. George and the dragon, (W&R.313 [R7], this coin; Douglas-Morris 2^^^ proof 
impression, mirroredfields showing some hairlines, diepitting on the queen^sportrait, slight edge bruise at 7 o7lock 
on reverse, otherwise good extremely fine, unique ^^20,000-25,000 

*ex Vivian Hewitt collection, acquired by Spink in the late 1960s 
ex Douglas-Morris collection, Sotheby’s, 26 November 1974, lot 208 
ex Bank Leu, Zurich, 26 October 2004, bought via Spink & Son 
ex Bentley Collection, Baldwin’s Auctions, 8 May 2013, lot 1211, realised £30,000 

Unknown to almost all collectors prior to its appearance in the Douglas-Morris Collection sale of 1974, this is indeed 
a fantastic sovereign, showing the traditional Young Head portrait of Queen Victoria seen on all 1870 sovereigns but 
muled with the St. George reverse modeled by Pistrucci for the original sovereigns of 1817 to 1820 (and thus the only 
known sovereign featuring die-pairings from different reigns). The Douglas-Morris catalogue noted that the reverse is 
‘exactly as Pistrucci’s design and almost certainly struck from one of his surviving dies’. The reason for minting it 
remains an enigma. 



67 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1871, young head L, rev. St. George and the dragon, horse with long tail, small 

BP in exergue (S.3856A; M.84), about uncirculated /^300-400 




68 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1872, young head L, rev. St. George and the dragon, horse with long tail, small 
BP in exergue (S.3856A; M.85), about uncirculated ^^300-400 



69 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1873, young head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, horse with long tail, small 

BP in exergue (S.3856A; M.86), sutface marks, about uncirculated ^^250-300 



70 


9 


Victoria, sovereign, 1880, young head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, horse with short tail, no BP 
in exergue (S.3856C; M.91C), extremely fine ^^250-300 



71 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1884, young head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, horse with short tail, small 

BP in exergue (S.3856B; M.92), about uncirculated /^250-300 





72 g Victoria, pattern sovereign, 1887, milled edge, young head L, rev. St. George and the dragon 
(W&R.332 [R5]; Douglas-Morris 218), a bold proof impression with mirroredfields, the reverse superb while 
the obverse shows a few faint handling marks, extremely rare f\ 8,000-20,000 

*ex Grant Collection of English Milled Coins, Spink Auction 107, 22 November 1994, lot 434 
ex Bentley Collection, Baldwin’s Auctions, 8 May 2012, lot 320, realised £26,400 inc. b.p. 

This die-combination, featuring the Young Head portrait, only exists as a pattern, or proof, and quite likely came into 
existence as a sample of what the Jubilee coinage might have looked like had the J.E. Boehm portrait not been accepted 
for the Jubilee celebration. However, as other denominations of this year also show this portrait, it may be considered 
to be a Proof of Record, or record proof, struck before the Boehm portrait was adopted. However you view it, this is 
an elusive coin blessed with exceptional eye-appeal. 



73 


74 






73 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1893, veiled bust L, rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3874; M.145), 

uncirculated /^250-300 

74 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1901, veiled bust 1., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3874; practically as 

struck £200-250 

*ex Bentley Collection, Baldwins Auctions, 8 May 2012, lot 344 




75 ^ Edward VII, sovereign, 1902, bare head r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3969; M.174), about 

uncirculated £150-200 

76 Q Edward VII, sovereign, 1903, bare head r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3969; M.175), reverse digs, 

good extremely fine /^150-200 

*ex Bentley Collection, Baldwins Auctions, 8 May 2012, lot 347 




77 Q Edward VII, sovereign, 1906, bare head r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3969; M.178), about 

uncirculated /^150-200 

78 Q Edward VII, sovereign, 1907, bare head r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3969; M.179), about 

uncirculated /^150-200 




79 Q Edward VII, sovereign, 1908, bare head r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3969; M.180), 

extremely fine /^150-200 

*ex Bentley Collection, Baldwins Auctions, 8 May 2012, lot 353 


80 Q Edward VII, sovereign, 1909, bare head r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3969; yi.l'^l)^ good 
extremely fine /^150-200 


81 


82 






81 Q George V, sovereign, 1911, bare head L, rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3996; M.213), uncirculated 

£150-200 


82 g George V, sovereign, 1912, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3996; M.214), uncirculated 

£150-200 

*ex Bentley Collection, Baldwins Auctions, 8 May 2012, lot 358 



83 

84 


9 

9 


George V, sovereign, 1912, bare head L, rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3996; M.214), uncirculated 

£150-200 

George V, sovereign, 1913, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3996; M.215), uncirculated 

£150-200 


*ex Bentley Collection, Baldwins Auctions, 8 May 2012, lot 359 



85 g George V, sovereign, 1913, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3996; M.215), uncirculated 

£150-200 

86 g George V, sovereign, 1914, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3996; M.216), uncirculated 

£150-200 


87 


9 




George V, sovereign, 1915, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3996; M.217), uncirculated 

£150-200 


*ex Bentley Collection, Baldwins Auctions, 8 May 2012, lot 361 


88 g George V, sovereign, 1916, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3996; M.218), uncirculated 

£300-350 



89 g George V, sovereign, 1917, bare head L, rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3996; M.219), lustrous with 
a number of tiny abrasions mainly on the obverse, well struck for the date, in plastic holder, graded by NGC as Mint 
State 63, extremely rare £10,000-12,000 

This is the rarest date among commercially intended sovereigns struck by the Royal Mint in London during the 20^^ 
century, with Marsh giving it a rarity rating of R5 (estimating 9 to 14 known in all). While branch mints continued to 
issue sovereigns past this date, 1917 marks the end of the home coinage for 40 years, resuming only in 1957 after two 
world wars. Sovereigns dated 1925 were made entirely as a gold reserve to back the Bank of England’s paper currency 
and were held by the bank; all seem to have been made during the reign of George VI (in 1949, 1951 and 1952) and 
today are generally called restrikes. These were released many years after being struck and today Mint State examples 
are plentiful. The 1917 sovereign, however, despite a mintage of more than one million pieces, has all but disappeared. 
It has been speculated that almost all 1917 London sovereigns were melted into gold bars at Fort Knox, Kentucky, after 
being paid to the USA for war debts; those that remained at the Bank of England may have been melted during the 
worldwide financial crisis of 1929-1930. Some few seem to have escaped that fate as they may have gone overseas 
individually prior to the USA export. The most intriguing possible explanation for their existence appears in CuUimore 
Allen’s reference (Spink, 1965, page 15), as follows in his words: ‘There are many stories about the sovereigns said to 
have been minted for the use of TE. Lawrence during his activities in the Middle East’. The Arab Revolt against the 
Turks took place during this exact time, with Lawrence’s famous siege of Aqaba occurring on 6 July 1917. 


90 g George V, sovereign, 1925, bare head L, rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3996; M.220), uncirculated 

£150-200 



91 g George V, sovereign, 1925, bare head L, rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3996; M.220), uncirculated 

£150-200 



92 g George VI, proof sovereign, 1937, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4076; W&R.439), 
practically mint state £1500-2000 



One oftde ^rest of ACC Sovereigns 

93 Elizabeth II, proof sovereign, 1953, first coinage with BRITTiOMN in royal title, young laur. bust 
r., rev. St. George and the dragon, miUed edge (S.4122; W&R.448 [R5, but R7 for availability], this 
coin, described in error as plain edge), a beautiful choice coin, pefectly struck for the stfle (of low relief), with 
untouched mirroredfields and original, lightly ha^d surfaces, FDC, of the highest rarity ^^250,000-300,000 

*ex National Museum of Wales collection, 1953 proof gold set sold privately with official permission from the Department 
of Trade & Industry, cl990, via Spink (see accompanying letter from Mark Rasmussen, numismatist) 
the set sold privately 2005 through Mark Rasmussen and the coins dispersed separately later that year 
this coin ex Hemisphere Collection, Baldwins Auctions, 8 May 2014, lot 2081, realised £384,000 inc. b.p. 

A one-year type, differing in legend to later issues, this is probably the only example available to commerce, and is the 
plate coin in Wilson & Rasmussen’s English Pattern Trial and Proof Coins in Gold. It is valued in the Standard Catalogue 
at £400,000. 

No currency sovereigns were minted in London after the 1925-dated pieces struck during the reign of George VI, and 
those were intended entirely as bullion reserves held by the Bank of England. The sovereigns of 1917 were never seen 
in the homeland, as explained in lot 89. It was not until twelve years after the end of World War Two that the Royal 
Mint again issued gold, in 1957. Today of course collectors have a variety of golden royal portraits of Elizabeth II to 
select from, but the first sovereign of this reign has almost never been available at any price. During the years 1957,1958, 
1959 and 1963 a handful of Proofs of Record were struck in each year, 1957 being the most frequently seen, 1963 being 
the rarest. All have reeded edges. The queen’s image is sensitively rendered in low relief, an artistic decision no doubt 
intended to offer a subtle View’ of the then-new monarch, as modelled by Mary Gillick, one of seventeen artists 
contending by contest to win the award offered by the Royal Mint. The mint’s Advisory Committee on coinage, headed 
by HRH the Duke of Edinburgh, found her rendition of the queen’s image to ‘possess charm’; it was modelled from 
life, during a special sitting arranged for the artist. By contrast to the Proofs of Record just mentioned, the magnificent 
proof offered in this lot was part of one of the four-piece gold sets struck in tiny numbers for the Royal coronation, 
but never sold to the public. Once again, we are indebted to ChaUis for insight into why this never occurred: he mentions 
(on page 589) that a record number of forty thousand proof sets of the copper-nickel and bronze coinage was sold to 
the public, ‘but sadly there was no place in the sets for the traditional gold coins. Dealers and collectors had reminded 
the authorities that it was customary to include gold coins but in the end it was decided that their inclusion would be 
too much of an extravagance’. If this seems a peculiar statement, consider that rationing continued for years after the 
end of World War Two and that Britain’s economy did not really recover from the ravages of war until the 1970s. In 
consequence, once again history repeated itself from the point of view of the numismatic collector - quite 
unintentionally, a great rarity was born of necessity. 

This example is only the second to be offered on the open market, the first being the Norweb piece that was apparently 
acquired from Seaby’s cl 960 and was sold at Spinks in 1985 for £24,000 hammer price. It is the numismatic world’s good 
fortune that the National Museum of Wales applied to the Department of Trade, and was given permission, to sell their 
1953 gold set in order to make other purchases for their numismatic collection, their reasoning being that there was 
another set housed in the Royal Mint Museum at nearby Llantrisant. Sadly for the numismatic world, however, this 
piece was subsequently stolen and has since disappeared from the market. 




94 Q Elizabeth II, sovereign, 1957, young laur. bust r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4124; M.297), 
uncirculated 50-200 



95 Q Elizabeth II, sovereign, 1958, young laur. bust r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4125; M.298), 
uncirculated /^150-200 



96 Q Elizabeth II, sovereign, 1959, young laur. bust r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4125; M.299), 
uncirculated /^150-200 



97 Q Elizabeth II, sovereign, 1962, young laur. bust r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4125; M.300), 
uncirculated /^150-200 



98 Q Elizabeth II, sovereign, 1963, young laur. bust r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4125; M.301), 
uncirculated /^150-200 



99 Elizabeth II, sovereign, 1964, young laur. bust r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4125; M.302), 
uncirculated 50-200 



100 ^ Elizabeth II, sovereign, 1965, young laur. bust r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4125; M.303), 
uncirculated /^150-200 



101 


Q 


Elizabeth II, sovereign, 1966, young laur. bust r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4125; M.304), 
uncirculated /^150-200 



102 g Elizabeth II, sovereign, 1966, young laur. bust r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4125; M.304), 
uncirculated /^150-200 



103 Q Elizabeth II, sovereign, 1967, young laur. bust r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4125; M.305), 
uncirculated /^150-200 




104 Elizabeth II, sovereign, 1968, young laur. bust r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4125; M.306), 
uncirculated 50-200 




105 ^ Elizabeth II, sovereign, 1968, young laur. bust r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4125; M.306), 
uncirculated /^150-200 



106 ^ Elizabeth II, sovereign, 
uncirculated 


1974, diademed bust r., rev. St George and the dragon (S.4204; M.307), 

£150-200 



107 ^ Elizabeth II, sovereign, 
uncirculated 


1976, diademed bust r., rev. St George and the dragon (S.4204; M.308), 

£150-200 



108 ^ Elizabeth II, sovereign, 
uncirculated 


1978, diademed bust r., rev. St George and the dragon (S.4204; M.309), 

£150-200 



109 ^ Elizabeth II, sovereign, 1979, diademed bust r., rev. St George and the dragon (S.4204; M.310), 
uncirculated £150-200 


110 


111 


110 Q Elizabeth II, sovereign, 1980, diademed bust r., rev. St George and the dragon (S.4204; M.311), 

uncirculated £ 150-200 

111 ^ Elizabeth II, sovereign, 1981, diademed bust r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4204; M.312), 

uncirculated ^ 150-200 




112 



112 Q Elizabeth II, sovereign, 1982, diademed bust r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4204; M.313), 

uncirculated £ 150-200 

113 Q Elizabeth II, proof sovereign, 1983, diademed bust r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4204), 

FDC £175-225 




114 



114 Q Ehzabeth II, proof sovereign, 1984, diademed bust r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4204), in 

capsule, EDC £175-225 

115 Q Ehzabeth II, proof sovereign, 1985, diademed bust r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4271), in 

case of issue, with certificate, FDC £175-225 




116 Q Ehzabeth II, proof sovereign, 1986, diademed bust r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4271), in 
capsule, EDC £175-225 


117 ^ Ehzabeth II, proof sovereign, 1987, diademed bust r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4271), in 
capsule, FDC £175-225 


118 


119 






118 g 

119 g 


120 g 

121 g 


122 g 

123 g 


124 g 

125 g 


Elizabeth II, proof sovereign, 1988, diademed bust r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4271), in 
capsule, FDC £175-225 

Elizabeth II, proof sovereign, 1989, 500^^ Anniversary of the Sovereign, monarch enthroned facing, 
rev. shield of arms upon crowned rose (S.4272), in capsule, FDC £400-500 



Elizabeth II, proof sovereign, 1990, diademed bust r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4271), in 
case of issue, with certificate, FDC £175-225 

Elizabeth II, proof sovereign, 1991, diademed bust r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4271), in 
case of issue, with certificate, FDC £175-225 




Elizabeth II, proof sovereign, 1992, diademed bust r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4271), in 
capsule, FDC £175-225 

Elizabeth II, proof sovereign, 1993, diademed bust r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4271), in 
capsule, FDC £175-225 




124 



Elizabeth II, proof sovereign, 1994, diademed bust r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4271), in 
capsule, FDC £175-225 

Elizabeth II, proof sovereign, 1995, diademed bust r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4271), in 
capsule, FDC £175-225 


126 


127 


126 Q Elizabeth II, proof sovereign, 1996, diademed bust r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4271), in 

capsule, EDC £115-225 

127 Q Elizabeth II, proof sovereign, 1997, diademed bust r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4271), in 

capsule, EDC £115-225 




128 



128 Q Elizabeth II, proof sovereign, 1998, diademed bust r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4430), in 

case of issue, with certificate, FDC £115-225 

129 Q EHzabeth II, proof sovereign, 1999, diademed head r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4430), in 

case of issue, with certificate, FDC £200-250 



130 ^ Elizabeth II, sovereign, 2000, diademed head r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4430; M.314), 

uncirculated £1 50-200 

131 Q Elizabeth II, sovereign, 2001, diademed head r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4430; M.315), 

uncirculated /^150-200 




132 Q Elizabeth II, sovereign, 2002, diademed head r., rev. shield of arms within wreath (S.4431), 
uncirculated /^150-200 


133 ^ Elizabeth II, proof sovereign, 2003, diademed head r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4430), in 
case of issue, with certificate, FDC £115-225 


134 


135 






134 Q Elizabeth II, proof sovereign, 2004, diademed head r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4430), in 

case of issue, with certificate, FDC £115-225 

135 Q Elizabeth II, proof sovereign, 2005, diademed head r., rev. St. George slaying dragon, date below 

dragon’s wing (S.4432), in case of issue, with certificate, FDC £200-250 




136 




137 


136 Q Elizabeth II, proof sovereign, 2006, diademed head r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4430), in 

case of issue, with certificate, FDC £115-225 

137 Q EHzabeth II, proof sovereign, 2007, diademed head r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4430), in 

case of issue, with certificate, FDC £115-225 



138 139 


138 Q Elizabeth II, proof sovereign, 2008, diademed head r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4430), 

FDC £115-225 

139 Q Elizabeth II, sovereign, 2009, diademed head r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4433), 

uncirculated £1 50-200 




140 Q Elizabeth II, sovereign, 2010, diademed head r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4433), 
uncirculated /^150-200 


141 ^ Elizabeth II, sovereign, 2011, diademed head r., rev. St. George and the dragon (S.4433), 
uncirculated /^150-200 



^iistrafmn Sovereigns 

A ^eCightfuCAcfelmcCe ^ouncC 

142 Australia, Victoria, Adelaide pound, type one, 1852, date below crown within border, rev. value 
within beaded border, fine edge milling (KM.l), extremeIjfine, extremely rare £55,000-65,000 

Here is a coin that is an indeMble testament to the discovery of gold in Australia in the early 1850s and to the pragmatism 
of local authorities in need of solutions. Adelaide was the only town of any she near to major goldfields. Prospectors 
brought specie in to town but, as was equally true in early California during its gold rush of 1849, gold dust and nuggets 
are not easily used for money. Commerce was stymied despite the influx of this new wealth. By November of 1852, 
the South Australia Legislative Council passed an emergency measure entitled the Bullion Act, and at first the assay office 
thereby created smelted ore into ingots, but these were not easily used in commerce. The need for a sovereign-like coin 
for local use was pressing. At the time, communication was by mail via sea passage, and money was sorely needed, 
meaning that it was not practical to await legal sanction to coin money in the name of Queen Victoria. A local die-sinker 
by the name of Joshua Payne was employed, and the result was the now-famous Adelaide pound featuring the distinctive 
legends as well as a declared fineness and weight in gold. 

The issuing authority never intended its coins to be more than token issues of solid value. The local die-sinker had done 
his job but evidently failed to make the dies of sufficient hardness, and after striking a tiny number of coins the reverse 
die failed, cracking just at 12 o’clock from the rim inward (to the left of 'DWT’ in the legend). Another die was quickly 
made, varying slightly from the first die, but it was correctly hardened and ultimately produced an estimated 25,000 gold 
pounds. These were all quickly put into commerce, including the first few (about 25 to 50 are thought to have been made, 
with the die-break, now known as ‘type one’). Almost all saw much use, despite being called into question for their purity 
by London, which sought to establish an officially sanctioned mint, and in fact the mint was authorized by Parliament 
as an official branch of the Royal Mint in August of 1853; the opening of the Sydney Mint occurred on 14 May 1855, 
in a portion of the old Rum Hospital. The first Australian gold sovereigns were struck on 23 June of the same year, 
bearing a variant of the Young Head portrait seen on London mint coins. Soon they replaced the Adelaide pounds as 
the money of choice. 

One of the ironies of the situation then caused the Adelaide pounds to disappear: the mint’s assayers as well as others 
discovered that the Adelaide ‘tokens’ were in fact finer than advertised, more valuable intrinsically than the sovereigns 
that replaced them! Anyone in possession of an Adelaide pound did not in fact have 20 shillings (one sovereign) of value 
but rather 21 shillings and 11 pence, the value at the time of the gold content of the pounds. The result? Almost all 
Adelaide pounds ended up in melting pots. They simply disappeared. Every survivor is a miracle of chance. The 
presently offered coin displays evidence that it was used as money, but clearly it was never abused, and somehow it 
escaped the fate of almost all of the rest of the mintage. What was born as an experiment, was then rejected as inferior, 
then gathered up as being more valuable than it was thought to be and ultimately was greedily destroyed, ended up being 
desired more than anyone could ever have imagined at the time of its creation. As the image at the centre of its obverse 
suggests, it has become a crown jewel of the coinage of early Australia. 



143 Q Australia, Victoria, Adelaide pound, type two, 1852, date below crown within border, rev. value 
within border (KM.2; Fr.3), uncirculated, sharply struck with choice surfaces and a most pleasing old-gold colour, 
extremely rare ^^20,000-25,000 

When South Australia became a British colony late in 1836, it was planned as a place of refuge for free immigrants, and 
its settlers saw the vast land before them as a new home where simple, hard labour might eventually free them from 
being in the employ of the earlier settlers who were landowners. Agriculture was the route most could take to 
independence; it would be a long and hard journey. Livestock and the production of wool were the two main endeavours. 
Other immigrants were employed as store clerks. Then gold was discovered in the early 1850s. It changed everything. 
At first there was great general excitement. As the realization of what this discovery could mean to the immigrant 
population took hold, however, the society was turned upside down. A vast private army of prospectors emerged. The 
capital of Adelaide, at the time a town of merchants, was soon to be transformed into a city built on gold, but not before 
it was abandoned by a great number of agricultural labourers and store employees as they rushed to the gold fields. 
Chaos ensued. Activity in the gold fields was frantic while normal commerce in Adelaide came nearly to a halt. 

Gold ore and dust were brought from the nearby mines into Adelaide to be assayed. But it was raw gold, difficult to 
spend. It was not legal to turn it into coinage without approval from London, and such a move would take months to 
accomplish. Royal sanction might well be denied, nor was there an engraver in South Australia capable of producing 
Victoria’s portrait. As a consequence, Adelaide’s own authorities (the banking manager and the colonial treasurer) had 
no choice but to permit a substitute to be issued. Technically it was a token. It was not British. It did not feature 
Victoria’s image. It was true Australian money! The authority to issue what has come to be known as the Adelaide 
Pound originated in the Bullion Act of 1852, passed by the South Australian Legislative Council. Right away, the act 
opened the Government Assay Office but initially it issued only gold ingots that were not practical in commerce. 

Towards the end of the year 1852, in November, the first ‘Pounds’ were struck from freshly engraved local dies. These 
were coins supposedly equal to British gold sovereigns, the ideal coins for commerce. Unfortunately, the reverse die used 
by the Assay Office’s coiners failed almost immediately, cracking finely at the top of the legend from the inner beading 
to the rim to left of DWT (known today as the Type 1 pound). A new die of slight variation was quickly prepared and 
was used to strike almost all Adelaide gold Pounds in existence today (the Type 2, without the die-crack, as exemplified 
in this lot). By February of 1853, only four months after the experiment of minting at Adelaide had begun, the last of 
the Adelaide Pounds had been struck — some 25,000 in all, almost the entire mintage being of the second dies 
combination. British gold sovereigns soon took their place, bearing the familiar Young Head portrait of Victoria and 
a distinctive reverse design for the new Sydney Mint. While the Type 1 pounds are great rarities, any Adelaide pound is 
a numismatic treasure. Most have perished, first subjected to the abuses of ordinary commerce, many damaged or 
fashioned into jewellery, and finally turned in for their gold content (they were finer than the standard sovereign) to be 
made into new coins. These are the ‘territorial’ gold coins of Australia, and they are deservedly coveted by collectors 
worldwide — the first gold coins of Australia, made entirely of almost pure, native gold ore. 




Sydney Mint 

144 ^ Australia, Victoria, sovereign, 1855, Sydney mint, young head L, with fillet in hair, rev. AUSTRALIA 
within wreath, crown above (KM.2; Fr.9; McD.102), excellent strike and rims, a number of small abrasions 
but with a lovely portrait and most pleasing gold colour, choice uncirculated, among the finest known examples of the 
distinctly staled, first ^Sydney Minf sovereign ^^40,000-50,000 

First year of just two years minted of this style, and the first sovereign struck for commerce at the Sydney Mint. The 
Young Head portrait seen on this wonderful coin was engraved by Joshua Payne based on the design by James Wyon 
and was intentionally copied from the London portrait, although with the addition of more curls and waviness in the 
queen’s hair. This portrait, known to collectors today as the First Type, was altered within two years to the so-called 
Second Young Head, as engraved by Payne after the design created by L. C. Wyon which features a floral wreath in place 
of the hair fillet (or ribbon) as well as a long braid of hair that loops under the queen’s ear and ends gathered within 
the bun at the back of her head. This new design seems to have been influenced by William Wyon, the Royal Mint’s 
chief engraver and father of L. C. Wyon, as it bears considerable resemblance to William’s famous Gothic crown and 
florin designs. 

In the pursuit of quality first and foremost as seems to be the fashion in numismatic circles these days, it is too easy to 
overlook the historical importance, the ‘place of history’, in the case of long-desired rarities such as the coin offered 
in this lot. Before bidding on this coin, look back at the Adelaide pounds and consider that the first sovereigns issued 
officially at the first branch of the Royal Mint set up in southern Australia appeared within mere months of those ‘gold 
tokens’ of 1852. We’ve related their story elsewhere in this catalogue, but it bears emphasizing that this Sydney Mint 
sovereign, a rather splendid coin by all accounts, was born a mere four years after discovery of gold: in 1851 in the 
eastern region of New South Wales and soon afterward in the colony of Victoria. There were no airplanes. No internet. 
No mobile phones. No telephone! Communication had to be made by mail carried by ship and rail for thousands of 
miles. And yet legislation passed into law in Parliament in August of 1853 to create the mint at Sydney. As is well known, 
a new building was not made for the mint; instead, a portion of the old Rum Hospital was converted for the mint’s use 
in May of 1855 and the first gold sovereigns were minted on 23 June 1855. It was a mighty feat. Joseph Taylor of 
Birmingham was awarded the contract to assemble the minting equipment, which he accomplished with the aid of the 
Birmingham Mint. Two heavy presses were shipped by sea along with dies for sovereigns and half-sovereigns fashioned 
by the Royal Mint, London. They were designed and engraved as explained above. 

Parliament’s act originally restricted use of the new gold coins to commerce only in New South Wales, but the coins’ 
obvious quality aggravated rival governments in Adelaide and Melbourne. The rivalry expressed between Melbourne 
and Sydney in particular during their respective ‘world fairs’ of 1880 and 1879 (where special specimens were created 
mainly to show off their prowess) existed long before those events: in 1855, Melbourne approached the Royal Mint with 
the accusation that Sydney’s gold coins were of questionable quality. Daniel Fearon sums up the rivalry succinctly in 


his reference The Sovereign (pp. 38-39) in these words: When their requests were ignored, they circulated a rumour 
that the Sydney gold coins were inferior in quality to their British counterparts. Some merchants in the colony of 
Victoria added insult to injury by giving only 19 shillings for Sydney sovereigns. In January 1856 the home authorities 
acted by making a snap check of Sydney sovereigns. It was then discovered that the New South Wales coins had a 
higher intrinsic worth than the British coins, mainly because the gold was alloyed with silver as well as copper. Now the 
word spread and the ‘good’ sovereigns rapidly disappeared from circulation as merchants melted them down for their 
intrinsic value’. And Challis (p.513) tells us why the content was so valuable: the mint’s deputy master, Major-General 
Sir Edward Ward, ‘could not, in the primitive surroundings in which he found himself, hope to extract the silver which 
occurred naturally with the Australian gold’. The first Sydney sovereigns contained as much as 6% silver, which in the 
resulting alloy gave to the coins their distinctive yeUow colour. At the end of the day, accusations put aside and fact 
substituted, it was the high quality and beautiful lustre of the Sydney sovereigns of 1855 and 1856 which caused them 
to become the important rarities they are today. 



145 Q Australia, Victoria, sovereign, 1856, Sydney mint, young head L, with fillet in hair, rev. AUSTRALIA 
within wreath, crown above (KM.2; Fr.9; McD.103J^ uncirculated with light abrasions on each side, the royal 
portrait evenly impressed, both the crown and wreath on the reverse sharply detailed as well, with pleasing old-gold colour, 
rare thus ^^30,000-40,000 

*ex Quartermaster Collection, Monetarium (Australia) Pty. Ltd., 4 June 2009, lot 27 

One of the finest known examples of this first type of sovereign struck at Sydney, the second year of issue and the last 
to show the unadorned Young Head or ‘homeland’ portrait of Queen Victoria, which quickly gave way to the adorned 
or ‘colonial’ portrait, the second type, which is found on the vast majority of this mint’s sovereigns. 




146 Australia, Victoria, sovereign, 1856/5, Sydney mint, young head 1., with fillet in hair, rev. AUSTRALIA 
within wreath, crown above (KM.2; Fr.9; McD.103A), about extremely fine! extremely fine, an extremely 
rare overdate 5,000-20,000 



147 Q Australia, Victoria, sovereign, 1857, Sydney mint, laur. head L, rev. AUSTRALIA within wreath, crown 
above (KM.4; Fr.lO; McD.104), choice uncirculated, extremely rare, one ofi the jinest known /^4000-5000 

*ex Quartermaster Collection, Monetarium (Australia) Pty. Ltd., 4 June 2009, lot 29 






148 Q Australia, Victoria, sovereign, 1858, Sydney mint, laur. head L, rev. AUSTRALIA within wreath, crown 
above (KM.4; Fr.lO; McD.105), about extremely fine, very rare ^^2500-3000 








149 ^ Australia, Victoria, sovereign, 1859, Sydney mint, laur. head L, rev. AUSTRALIA within wreath, crown 
above (KM.4; Fr.lO; McD.106), extremely fine, rare £1250-1750 



150 ^ Australia, Victoria, sovereign, 1860, Sydney mint, laur. head 1., rev. AUSTRALIA within wreath, crown 
above (KM.4; Fr.lO; McD.107), uncirculated with the normally seen abrasions in the soft gold, sharply struck and 
especially so on the reverse, the final digit of the date clearly recut, handsome gold colour, very rare date and especially 
so showing in this remarkable state of preservation £6000-8000 





151 ^ Australia, Victoria, sovereign, 1861, Sydney mint, laur. head L, rev. AUSTRALIA within wreath, crown 
above (KM.4; Fr.l08; McD.108), some sutface marks, lustrous, uncirculated, rare £1500-2000 



152 Q Australia, Victoria, sovereign, 1862, Sydney mint, laur. head L, rev. AUSTRALIA within wreath, crown 
above (KM.4; Fr.lO; McD.109), lustrous, uncirculated!choice uncirculated, very rare £1500-2000 



153 Q Australia, Victoria, sovereign, 1863, Sydney mint, laur. head 1., rev. AUSTRALIA within wreath, crown 
above (KM.4; Fr.lO; McD.llO), sutface marks, about uncirculated, rare £1500-2000 



154 ^ Australia, Victoria, sovereign, 1864, Sydney mint, laur. head L, rev. AUSTRALIA within wreath, crown 
above (KM.4; Fr.lO; McD.lll), uncirculated, scarce in this condition 250-1500 



155 Australia, Victoria, sovereign, 1865, Sydney mint, laur. head L, rev. AUSTRALIA within wreath, crown 
above (KM.4; Fr.lO; McD.112), two small rim nicks on reverse, uncirculated, extremely rare, one of the finest 
known /^2500-3000 

*ex Quartermaster Collection, Monetarium (Australia) Pty. Ltd., 4 June 2009, lot 38 





156 Q Australia, Victoria, sovereign, 1866, Sydney mint, laur. head L, rev. AUSTRALIA within wreath, crown 
above (KM.4; Fr.lO; McD.113), lustrous, choice uncirculated, rare 500-2000 



157 Australia, Victoria, sovereign, 1867, Sydney mint, laur. head L, rev. AUSTRALIA within wreath, crown 
above (KM.4; Fr.lO; McD.114), virtually gem uncirculated, rare in this condition, one of the finest known 

£1500-2000 

*ex Quartermaster Collection, Monetarium (Australia) Pty. Ltd., 4 June 2009, lot 41 



158 Australia, Victoria, sovereign, 1868, Sydney mint, laur. head 1., rev. AUSTRALIA within wreath, crown 
above (KM.4; Fr.lO; McD.115), choice uncirculated, rare £1500-2000 



159 Q Australia, Victoria, sovereign, 1870, Sydney mint, laur. head L, rev. AUSTRALIA within wreath, crown 
above (KM.4; Fr.lO; McD.117), uncirculated 500-2000 



160 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1871S, WW raised, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath, S 
below (S.3855; M.69; McD.118a), choice uncirculated /^800-1000 



161 Victoria, sovereign, 1871S, WW incuse, young head 1., rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath, S 
below (S.3855A; M.69; McD.118b), uncirculated /^800-1000 






162 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1872S, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath, S below (S.3855; 
M.70; McD.119), uncirculated, scarce in this condition £800-1000 

*ex Quartermaster Collection, Monetarium (Australia) Pty. Ltd., 4 June 2009, lot 47 



163 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1873S, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath, S below (S.3855; 
M.71; yicD.\2\)^practical^ uncirculated, rare in this condition £800-1000 

*ex Quartermaster Collection, Monetarium (Australia) Pty. Ltd., 4 June 2009, lot 50 



164 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1875S, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath, S below (S.3855; 
M.72; yicD.12?))^ practical^ mint state, rare in this condition £800-1000 

*ex Quartermaster Collection, Monetarium (Australia) Pty. Ltd., 4 June 2009, lot 52 









165 




Victoria, sovereign, 1877S, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath, S below (S.3855; 
M.73; McD.124), choice uncirculated /^1000-1250 



166 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1878S, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath, S below (S.3855; 
M.74; McD.125), uncirculated £600-800 



167 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1879S, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath, S below (S.3855; 
M.75; McD.126), choice uncirculated £700-900 

*ex Quartermaster Collection, Monetarium (Australia) Pty. Ltd., 4 June 2009, lot 55 












168 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1880S, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath, S below (S.3855; 
M.76; McD.127), choice uncirculated, and very scarce thus £800-1000 

*ex Quartermaster Collection, Monetarium (Australia) Pty. Ltd., 4 June 2009, lot 57 



169 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1880S, inverted A for V in VICTORIA, young head L, rev. crowned shield of 
arms within wreath, S below (S.3855; cf M.76; McD.127a), almost uncirculated, a great rarity 

£4000-5000 








170 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1881S, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath, S below 
(S.3855B; M.77; McD.129), brilliant uncirculated /^1000-1500 

*ex Quartermaster Collection, Monetarium (Australia) Pty. Ltd., 4 June 2009, lot 60 



171 Victoria, sovereign, 1882S, young head 1., rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath, S below 
(S.3855B; M.78; McD.131), choice uncirculated, rare in this condition /)1000-1250 

*ex Quartermaster Collection, Monetarium (Australia) Pty. Ltd., 4 June 2009, lot 62 



172 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1883S, young head 1., rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath, S below 
(S.3855B; M.79; McD.133), choice uncirculated /)800-1000 








173 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1884S, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath, S below 
(S.3855B; M.80; McD.135), virtually gem uncirculated, rare in this condition £800-1000 



174 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1885S, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath, S below 
(S.3855B; M.81; McD.137), about uncirculated /^600-800 



175 Victoria, sovereign, 1886S, young head 1., rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath, S below 
(S.3855B; M.82; McD.139), gem uncirculated, rare 500-2000 










176 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1887S, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath, S below 
(S.3855B; M.83; McD.141), choice mint state £1500-2000 



177 


Q 


Victoria, sovereign, 187IS, short tail, large BP, WW incomplete, young head 1., S below, rev. St. George 
and the dragon (S.3858; M.llOA; yicD.\A?))^good very fine! extremely fine £250-300 



178 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 187IS, long tail, small BP, WW incomplete, young head 1., S below, rev. St. George 
and the dragon (S.3858; M.llO; McD.143a), uncirculated, evenly sharp on both sides, the mintmark really 
hold, choice lustrous surfaces showing lovely colour, extremely rare, one ofi the fiinest known and thoroughly delighifiul 

£1500-2000 


'ex Quartermaster Collection, Monetarium (Australia) Pty. Ltd., 4 June 2009, lot 75 






179 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1872S, young head L, S below, rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3858A; M.lll; 
McD.144), uncirculated, scarce /^600-800 



180 g Victoria, sovereign, 1873S, young head 1., S below, rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3858A; M.112; 
McD.146), choice uncirculated, very rare in this grade /^600-800 

*ex Quartermaster Collection, Monetarium (Australia) Pty. Ltd., 4 June 2009, lot 78 



181 g Victoria, sovereign, 1874S, young head 1., S below, rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3858A; M.113; 
McD.148), uncirculated, very rare in this grade 000-1500 

*ex Quartermaster Collection, Monetarium (Australia) Pty. Ltd., 4 June 2009, lot 80 



182 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1875S, long tail, small BP, young head L, S below, rev. St. George and the dragon 
(S.3858A; M.114; McD.150), about uncirculated, scarce in this condition /^450-550 






183 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1875S, long tail, small BP, young head L, S below, rev. St. George and the dragon 
(S.3858A; M.114; McD.150), extremely fine £225-215 



184 Victoria, sovereign, 1876S, long tail, small BP, young head 1., S below, rev. St. George and the dragon 
(S.3858A; M. 115; McD. 152), uncirculated £ 800 - 1 - 000 



185 Victoria, sovereign, 1876S, long tail, small BP, young head L, S below, rev. St. George and the dragon 
(S.3858A; M.l 15; McD.l 52), about uncirculated /^500-600 



186 Victoria, sovereign, 1879S, young head L, S below, rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3858A; M.l 16; 
McD.l56), sharply struck on both sides with reflective lustre surrounding the queen^sportrait, choice uncirculated, 
rare date, one of the finest known ^^2000-2500 




187 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1880S, long tail, small BP, first young head L, S below, rev. St. George and the 
dragon (S.3858A; M.117; McD.158), choice uncirculated, very scarce /^800-1000 

*ex Quartermaster Collection, Monetarium (Australia) Pty. Ltd., 4 June 2009, lot 91 



188 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1880S, long tail, small BP, first young head 1., S below, rev. St. George and the 
dragon (S.3858A; M.117; McD.158), extremely fine £200-250 



189 Victoria, sovereign, 1880S, short tail, small BP, first young head 1., S below, rev. St. George and the 
dragon (S.3858B; M.117; McD.158a), very fine £\50-200 



190 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1880S, long tail, small BP, second young head L, S below, rev. St. George and the 
dragon (S.3858C; M.117; McD.158b), almost uncirculated /^600-800 



191 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1880S, long tail, no BP, second young head L, S below, rev. St. George and the 
dragon (S.3858F; M.117B; McD.158c), edge knock above head, otherwise extremely fine /^600-800 






192 g Victoria, sovereign, 1881S, short tail, no BP, first young head 1., S below, rev. St. George and the 
dragon (S.3858B; M.118B; McD.160), extremely fine, reverse better /^500-600 




193 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1881S, short tail, no BP, second young head L, S below, rev. 
dragon (S.3858D; M.118B; McD.160a), choice uncirculated 



194 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1882S, short tail, no BP, second young head L, S below, rev. 
dragon (S.3858D; M.-; McD.162), almost uncirculated 



St. George and the 
£800-1000 


St. George and the 
£600-800 


195 Victoria, sovereign, 1882S, short tail, small BP, second young head 1., S below, rev. St. George and 
the dragon (S.3858E; M.119; McD.162a), choice uncirculated £600-800 



196 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1883S, young head L, S below, rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3858E; M.120; 
McD. 164), extremely fine /^400-500 



197 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1884S, young head L, S below, rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3858E; M.121; 
McD. 166), extremely fine /^400-500 



198 g Victoria, sovereign, 1885S, young head 1., S below, rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3858E; M.122; 
McD. 168), almost uncirculated /^500-600 



199 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1886S, young head L, S below, rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3858E; M.123; 
McD. 170), about uncirculated ^^500-600 



200 g Victoria, sovereign, 1887S, young head 1., S below, rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3858E; M.124; 
McD. 172), mint state, rare in this grade £\ 000-1200 



201 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1887S, normal JEB, short tail, ‘Jubilee’ bust 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, S 
above date (S.3868; M.138; ^QXd>.\l\ 2 )^prooflike, almost uncirculated, rare /^1500-2000 






202 g Victoria, sovereign, 1887S, small spread JEB, short tail, ‘Jubilee’ bust 1., rev. St. George and the 
dragon, S above date (S.3868A; M.-; McD.174), choice uncirculated, an exceptional coin and a great 
rarity ^^2500-3000 

This is the first year of issue showing the Jubilee Head portrait struck at Sydney, and most difficult to locate in any grade 
above Extremely Fine. This example figures among the best examples to come to auction in recent times. It was missing 
from the Bentley collection. 



203 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1888S, first legend, normal JEB with angled J, short tail, ‘Jubilee’ bust 1., rev. St. 
George and the dragon, S above date (S.3868; M.139; McD.176b), uncirculated /^500-600 



204 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1888S, first legend, short spread JEB, short tail, ‘Jubilee’ bust 1., rev. St. George 
and the dragon, S above date (S.3868A; M.139; McD.176), near^ extremely fine £250-300 



205 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1888S, second legend, normal JEB with angled], short tail, ‘Jubilee’ bust L, 
rev. St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.3868B; M.139; McD.176c), about uncirculated, 
scarce /^400-500 



206 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1889S, first legend, normal JEB with angled], short tail, ‘Jubilee’ bust L, rev. St. 
George and the dragon, S above date (S.3868; cf. M.140; McD.178), choice uncirculated /^500-600 



207 Victoria, sovereign, 1889S, second legend, normal JEB with angled], short tail, ‘Jubilee’ bust 1., rev. 
St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.3868B; cf. M.140; McD.178a), uncirculated /^500-600 





208 Victoria, sovereign, 1890S, first legend, normal JEB with angled], short tail, ‘Jubilee’ bust L, rev. St. 
George and the dragon, S above date (S.3868; M.141; McD.180), choice uncirculated /^400-500 




209 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1890S, second legend, normal JEB with angled], short tail, ‘Jubilee’ bust L, rev. 
St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.3868B; M.141; McD.lSOa), uncirculated /^400-500 



210 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1891S, second legend, normal JEB with angled], short tail, ‘Jubilee’ bust 1., rev. 
St. George and the dragon, S above date, horse with longer tail (S.3868C; M.142; McD.182), choice 
uncirculated /^500-600 



211 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1892S, ‘Jubilee’ bust 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.3868C; 
M. 143; McD. 184), choice uncirculated £400-500 

*ex Quartermaster Collection, Monetarium (Australia) Pty. Ltd., 4 June 2009, lot 146 



212 g Victoria, sovereign, 1893S, Jubilee bust 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.3868C; 
M. 144; McD. 186), uncirculated, scarce £500-600 



213 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1893S, veiled bust L, rev. St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.3877; M.162; 
McD.189), choice gem uncirculated, scarce /^700-800 



214 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1894S, veiled bust L, rev. St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.3877; M.163; 
McD.191), uncirculated ^^300-400 



215 
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Victoria, sovereign, 1895S, veiled bust 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.3877; M.164; 
McD.193), uncirculated ^^300-400 



216 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1896S, veiled bust 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.3877; M.165; 
McD.195), uncirculated, scarce £300-400 



217 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1897S, veiled bust 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.3877; M.166; 
McD.197), uncirculated, scarce /^300-400 




218 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1898S, veiled bust L, rev. St 
McD.199), uncirculated, rare 


. George and the dragon, S above date (S.3877; M.167; 

£300-400 



219 Victoria, sovereign, 1899S, veiled bust L, rev. St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.3877; M.168; 
McD.201), choice uncirculated ^^300-400 



220 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1900S, veiled bust 1., rev. St 
McD.204), uncirculated 


. George and the dragon, S above date (S.3877; M.169; 

£300-400 




221 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1901S, veiled bust 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.3877; M.170; 
McD.207), choice uncirculated £300-400 



222 g Edward VII, sovereign, 1902S, bare head r., rev. St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.3973; 
M.204; McD.210), choice uncirculated ^^200-250 




223 Q Edward VII, sovereign, 1903S, bare head r., rev. St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.3973; 
M.205; McD.213), about uncirculated, scarce £200-250 




224 Edward VII, sovereign, 1904S, bare head r., rev. St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.3973; 
M.206; McD.216), about uncirculated £200-250 




225 Q Edward VII, sovereign, 1905S, bare head r., rev. St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.3973; 
M.207; McD.219), uncirculated £200-250 




226 Q Edward VII, sovereign, 1906S, bare head r., rev. St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.3973; 
M.208; McD.222), choice uncirculated £200-250 



227 ^ Edward VII, sovereign, 1907S, bare head r., rev. St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.3973; 
M.209; McD.225), choice uncirculated £200-250 



228 Q Edward VII, sovereign, 1908S, bare head r., rev. St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.3973; 
M.210; McD.228), uncirculated!choice uncirculated £200-250 



229 Edward VII, sovereign, 1909S, bare head r., rev. St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.3973; 
M.211; McD.231), uncirculated!choice uncirculated £200-250 




230 Q Edward VII, sovereign, 191 OS, bare head r., rev. St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.3973; 
M.212; McD.234), uncirculated £200-250 




231 g George V, sovereign, 191 IS, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.4003; 
M.271; McD.237), choice uncirculated £200-250 




232 g George V, sovereign, 1912S, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.4003; 
M.272; McD.240), choice uncirculated £200-250 


233 


234 


233 Q Geotge V, sovereign, 1913S, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.4003; 

M.273; McD.243), uncirculated £200-250 

234 g George V, sovereign, 1914S, bare head L, rev. St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.4003; 

M.274; McD.246), uncirculated £200-250 




235 




236 


235 g George V, sovereign, 1915S, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.4003; 

M.275; McD.249), choice uncirculated £200-250 

236 g George V, sovereign, 1916S, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.4003; 

M.276; McD.252), uncirculated £200-250 



237 238 


237 g George V, sovereign, 1917S, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.4003; 

M.277; McD.255), uncirculated £200-250 

238 g George V, sovereign, 1918S, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.4003; 

M.278; McD.258), choice, uncirculated £200-250 



239 g George V, sovereign, 1919S, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.4003; 
M.279; McD.261), almost uncirculated £250-500 


1920 Sydney Mint Sovereign Specimen Stri^ 



240 Q George V, proof sovereign, 1920S, bare head L, reu St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.4003; 
M.280; McD.264; KM.29; Fr.38), a marvellous sovereign, essentially FDQ lustrous and obviously specially struck 
with an unusual degree of sharpness on King George’s portrait, while on the reverse some detail is lacking on St. 
George’s chest hut this is mainly die-transfer in nature as the horse and dragon are both boldly rendered, as are the 
date and mintmark, and the rims and both border ornamentations are especially sharp, the surfaces being choice and 
possessing a lovely old-gold colour, an extreme A.ustralian rarity and the most boldly detailed specimen known 

£400,000-500,000 

*ex R. Jaggard Collection, 1989 
ex Paul Terry Collection, by private treaty 
ex Monetarium, by private treaty 

ex Quartermaster Collection, Monetarium (Australia) Pty. Ltd., 4 June 2009, lot 196 realised AU$800,000 hammer price 


While the mintage was recorded as 360,000 pieces struck for currency, or commercial use, the rarity of the 1920S 
sovereign has become legendary That mintage figure may in fact be a count of sovereigns bearing the date 1919, 
because the value of gold fluctuated unusually in 1920 following the conclusion of World War I (see the Royal Mint 
Report dated 31 December 1920, Appendix IX). London had suspended sovereign mintage in 1917, Ottawa in 1919; 
Bombay struck sovereigns only in 1918; only in South Africa and Australia did the manufacture of new sovereigns 
continue through the 1920s, likely because of their immediate access to gold ore. Looking at present rarity ratings for 
many of those issues, however, it would appear that millions of them were included in the massive melt of sovereigns 
(more than 91,000,000) by the Bank of England in 1930. It is possible that the only other extant 1920S sovereigns were 
made for a special occasion, as explained below. If that was the source of aU other examples presently known, it may 
well be that no sovereigns dated 1920 were struck at Sydney, or that aU were melted and turned into gold bars. 

Far more than a choice coin, however, this special strike is without question the finest known example of Australia’s 
rarest gold coin. One glance at it and the viewer will understand its visual appeal. Just four 1920S sovereigns are thought 
to exist in private hands, but three of them cannot compare to the astounding quality of this specimen coin. All other 
examples demonstrate a similar looking satiny gold obverse but their reverses are not as clear and brilliant as seen on 
this specimen, which last appeared in the Quartermaster Collection sale of 2009. The reason for the difference in metal 
texture was the quality of the dies used. Those other three coins each have a reverse that appears somewhat 'pickled’ 
or slightly rough in texture, caused by residue left on the die after it was shipped by sea and coated most likely in 
protective grease. On the presently offered coin, the reverse die was cleared entirely of this residue. Every 1920S 
sovereign is certainly of extraordinary rarity, and therefore is always in demand by top collectors. The present coin, 
however, is nothing less than a legendary numismatic treasure. 

In the Bentley sale, the 1920 Sydney mint sovereign was called the rarest of all issues of the sovereign series, rarer even 
than the famed 1819 sovereign struck at London, of which some 10-12 examples exist, compared to only 4 known 
examples of the 1920S issue. The Bentley sale cataloguer concluded by suggesting that this coin’s great rarity did not 
arise from any melting of the reported mintage at Sydney for the year but instead that no pieces were struck during 1920 
bearing the date and S mint mark except those minted because of some 'special event’ in the year which was unknown 
at the time of the Bentley sale. In our sale of the George Collection in 2014 we produced evidence that the 'special event’ 
was an order for sovereigns dated 1920 which was placed early in 1920 with the Sydney Mint by Jacob Garrard, in order 
to present them to his seven children when he and his wife, Rebecca, celebrated their golden wedding anniversary on 
15 April. From this we deduced that there could be a maximum of only 9 Sydney mint sovereigns dated 1920 in 
existence, although to date only 4 examples are known. 

As mentioned above, this extreme rarity is probably due to the post-WWI fluctuations in the metals market which 
rendered a gold coinage impractical. The report of the Royal Mint issued on 31 December 1920 notes that the quoted 
value of gold per troy ounce, as of 5 February 1920, was 127s 4d per ounce. This meant that the cost of minting a single 
sovereign with a face value of 20 shillings was 30 shillings. Clearly, the Mint decided to postpone the issue of a gold 
coinage, but transmission of any such decision was incomplete when Jacob Garrard placed his special order, thereby 
unknowingly creating the greatest gold rarity of the British Empire. 

It should be stressed that of the four examples known, one is in a museum and two have gone into private collections. 
This is doubtless going to be the last opportunity to acquire a 1920S sovereign for the foreseeable future. 

The 3 other known examples of the 1920S sovereign are: 
the first: 

*ex Jacob Garrard, April 1920. Thence by descent to daughter/granddaughter 
ex Noble Numismatics Sydney, Australia, Sale 50, 20-22 March 1996, lot 1470 
then sold by private treaty into the George Collection by Monetarium Australia Pty Ltd. 
ex St James’s Auctions, 5 March 2014, virtually as struck, realised £542,500 inc. b.p. 
the second: 

*ex Jaggards, Sydney Australia, retail list, February 1979 

ex Kurt Jaggard Monetary Auctions, Australia, 11 April 2006, lot 404, realised AU$582,500, purchased by Winsor and Sons, 
Jamberoo, NSW Australia 

ex Bentley Collection, Baldwins, 27 September 2012, lot 736, practically as struck, realised £650,000 hammer price, 
the third: 

*ex Spink and Son (Australia) Pty Ltd, 2 November 1978, lot 631, nearly extremely fine, ex AHF Baldwin collection, 
realised AU$3,600 hammer price 

ex Spink and Son, London, 15 March 1992, lot 438, good extremely fine, realised £104,000 hammer price 




241 g George V, sovereign, 1921S, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.4003; M.281; 
McD.267), uncirculated 000-1500 



242 g George V, sovereign, 1922S, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.4003; 
M.282; McD.270), sharply struck with pleasing old-gold colour, uncirculated, choice hut for tiny abrasions, one of 
the key dates of this period and extremely rare 5,000-20,000 

Marsh rated this issue R3, or extremely rare, although its relatively low mintage figure was still 578,000 coins. The key 
to understanding the true rarity of this and the other key dates struck for George V at both Sydney and Melbourne lies 
in Challis’s statement (p. 576), which bears repeating: ‘At the overseas branches minting had continued, for sovereigns 
remained in use for international payments after the war and there was a constant ebb and flow between London and 
other financial centres. Large numbers, however, were converted into bars when in 1930 and 1931 the Mint melted 
down for the Bank of England no fewer than 90 million sovereigns, including some that had only just been struck in 
Australia and South Africa’. 





243 g George V, sovereign, 1923S, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.4003; 
M.283; McD.273), some faint old abrasions under lovely colour, uncirculated, very rare 0,000-12,000 

One of the lowest mintages at Sydney occurred in this year, at 416,000 coins, but the reason for its rarity is again 
explained by Challis, as cited in our description of the 1922S sovereign. Rated R4 by Marsh, estimated at just 15 to 25 
known in all. Finer pieces exist but this is still an exceptional coin. 



244 George V, sovereign, 1924S, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.4003; 
M.284; McD.276), choice, uncirculated £1500-2000 




245 g George V, sovereign, 1925S, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.4003; 
M.285; McD.279), uncirculated /^200-300 



246 George V, sovereign, 1926S, bare head L, rev. St. George and the dragon, S above date (S.4003; 
M.286; McD.282), uncirculated, a few light abrasions and a hit of softness in strike within the horseman motif hut 
the su faces are fully lustrous and generally choice with handsome old-gold colour, extremely rare 

£15,000-20,000 

This final issue from the Sydney Mint had a mintage of just over one million pieces but these have almost aU disappeared 
and were probably among the tens of millions of sovereigns melted in payment of war debts. A third of a century ago, 
Marsh rated this coin R4. Today, it is given one of the highest price estimates among Australian sovereigns in both 
Spink’s Standard Catalogue of British Coins and Renniks Australian Coin and Banknote Values. To say that it is elusive, 
especially in this glorious state of preservation, is an understatement. 


MelSoume Mint 



247 Victoria, sovereign, 1872M, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath, M below 
(S.3854; M.59; McD.120), brilliant gem uncirculated, extremely rare, the finest known /^3000-3500 

*ex Quartermaster Collection, Monetarium (Australia) Pty. Ltd., 4 June 2009, lot 48 



248 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1872/lM, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath, M below 
(S.3854; M.59A; McD.120c), choice uncirculated, very rare, one of the finest known /)2000-2500 

*ex Quartermaster Collection, Monetarium (Australia) Pty. Ltd., 4 June 2009, lot 49 


















249 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1874M, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath, M below 
(S.3854; M.59; McD.122), choice uncirculated, rare in this condition £800-1000 

*ex Quartermaster Collection, Monetarium (Australia) Pty. Ltd., 4 June 2009, lot 51 



250 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1880M, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath, M below 
(S.3854; M.61; McD.128), choice uncirculated, very rare /)4000-5000 


One of the finest known. 















251 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1881M, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath, M below 
(S.3854A; M.62; McD.130A), brilliant uncirculated, scarce date /^2500-3000 

*ex Quartermaster Collection, Monetarium (Australia) Pty. Ltd., 4 June 2009, lot 61 
One of the finest known. 



252 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1882M, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath, M below 
(S.3854A; M.63; McD.132), brilliant uncirculated, rare in this condition /(1250-1500 

*ex Quartermaster Collection, Monetarium (Australia) Pty. Ltd., 4 June 2009, lot 63 


One of the finest known. 
















253 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1883M, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath, M below 
(S.3854A; M.64; McD.134), brilliant uncirculated, extremely rare in this condition £2250-2150 

*ex Quartermaster Collection, Monetarium (Australia) Pty. Ltd., 4 June 2009, lot 65 



254 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1884M, young head 1., rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath, M below 
(S.3854A; M.65; McD.136), brilliant mint state, rare in this condition £2000-2500 


One of the finest known. 
















255 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1885M, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath, M below 
(S.3854A; M.66; McD.138), bag marked, uncirculated /^600-800 



256 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1886M, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath, M below 
(S.3854A; M.67; McD.140), light scuffing, extremely fine, extremely rare in this grade £6000-8000 

The rarest Melbourne Mint sovereign featuring the shield reverse. 





257 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1887M, young head L, rev. crowned shield of arms within wreath, M below 
(S.3854A; M.68; McD.142), almost uncirculated, rare /^4000-5000 



258 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1872M, young head 1., M below, rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3857; M.94; 
McD.145), evenlj and sharply struck with a pleasing portrait of Victoria, bold date and M mintmark, pleasing 
surfaces showing much lustre, choice uncirculated, rare so fine, and clearly one of the finest known examples 

£2000-2500 

First issue of the Melbourne Mint, opened on 12 June 1872, the second mint established in Australia, 'under the charge 
of Ward’, who had been transferred from Sydney. Like the earlier branch, it was equipped from England and it relied 
upon Tower Hill for the provision of all its sovereign and half-sovereign dies’ (Chalks, pp. 530-531). The bukding was 
an imposing edifice, purpose built for the coinage of native gold ore into the two denominations. The vast majority of 
sovereigns struck in 1872 were of the Shield reverse type, evidently reflecting use of dies shipped from London. Among 
dates categorized under Spink number 3857, this is by far the rarest, and being the first issue adds to its appeal. 











259 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1873M, young head 1., M below, rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3857; M.95; 
McD.147), extremely fine /^300-350 






260 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1874M, young head L, M below, rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3857; M.96; 
McD.149), about uncirculated 




261 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1875M, young head 1., M below, rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3857; M.97; 
McD. 151 A), uncirculated, rare in this condition £800“ 1000 



262 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1876M, young head 1., M below, rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3857; M.98; 
McD. 153), uncirculated £600-800 





263 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1877M, young head 1., M below, rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3857; M.99; 
McD.154), choice uncirculated, very scarce as such ^£800-1000 

*ex Quartermaster Collection, Monetarium (Australia) Pty. Ltd., 4 June 2009, lot 86 




264 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1878M, young head L, M below, rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3857; M.lOO; 
McD.155), scratch in front of face, uncirculated /)600-800 



265 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1879M, long tail, small BP in exergue, first young head 1., M below, rev. St. George 
and the dragon (S.3857; M.lOl; McD.157), extremely fine /)400-600 



266 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1879M, medium tail, small BP in exergue, first young head 1., M below, rev. St. 
George and the dragon (S.3857D; M.lOl; McD.157a), almost uncirculated £600-800 



267 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1880M, long tail, small BP, first young head 1., M below, rev. St. George and the 
dragon (S.3857; M. 102; McD. 159), almost uncirculated, scarce £600-800 



268 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1880M, medium tail, small BP, first young head L, M below, rev. St. George and 
the dragon (S.3857D; M.102; McD.159a), choice uncirculated £1000-1200 



269 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1881M, long tail, small BP, first young head 1., M below, rev. St. George and the 
dragon (S.3857; M.103; McD. 161), choice mint state £1000-1250 

*ex Quartermaster Collection, Monetarium (Australia) Pty. Ltd., 4 June 2009, lot 161 



270 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1881M, short tail, no BP, first young head 1., M below, rev. St. George and the 
dragon (S.3857A; M.103B; McD.l61 2 l), gem uncirculated, very scarce in this condition £1000-1200 





271 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1881M, short tail, no BP, first young head 1., M below, rev. St. George and the 
dragon (S.3857A; M.103B; McD.161a), about uncirculated £400-500 



272 g Victoria, sovereign, 1881M, medium tail, small BP, first young head 1., M below, rev. St. George and 
the dragon (S.3857D; M.103; McD.161b), uncirculated £800-1000 



273 Victoria, sovereign, 1882M, short tail, small BP, first young head 1., M below, rev. St. George and the 
dragon (S.3857B; M.104; McD.163a), brilliant uncirculated, rare in this condition £1250-1500 

*ex Quartermaster Collection, Monetarium (Australia) Pty. Ltd., 4 June 2009, lot 103 



274 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1883M, short tail, small BP, first young head 1., M below, rev. St. George and the 
dragon (S.3857B; M.105; McD.165a), about uncirculated £400-500 



275 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1883M, short tail, small BP, second young head 1., M below, rev. St. George and 
the dragon (S.3857C; M.105; McD.165b), almost uncirculated /^400-500 





276 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1884M, short tail, small BP, first young head L, M below, rev. St. George and the 
dragon (S.3857B; M.106; McD.167a), about uncirculated £500-600 




277 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1884M, short tail, small BP, second young head 1., M below, rev. St. George and 
the dragon (S.3857C; M.106; McD.167b), superb mint state £1000-1200 



278 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1885M, short tail, no BP, first young head 1., M below, rev. St. George and the 
dragon (S.3857A; M.107; McD.169), uncirculated £800-1000 



279 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1885M, short tail, small BP, first young head 1., M below, rev. St. George and the 
dragon (S.3857B; M.107; McD.169a),^^?^?<7 very fine, scarce £350-400 





280 Victoria, sovereign, 1885M, short tail, small BP, second young head 1., M below, rev. St. George and 
the dragon (S.3857C; M.107; McD.169c), choice mint state £800-1000 




281 g Victoria, sovereign, 1886M, young head 1., M below, rev. St. George and the dragon (S.3857C; M.108; 
McD. 171), choice mint state, rare in this grade £1000-1200 

*ex Quartermaster Collection, Monetarium (Australia) Pty. Ltd., 4 June 2009, lot 117 



282 g Victoria, sovereign, 1887M, short tail, small BP, second young head 1., M below, rev. St. George and 
the dragon (S.3857C; M.109; McD. 173), choice uncirculated, rare in this grade £1000-1200 





283 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1887M, short tail, small BP, second young head 1., M below, rev. St. George and 
the dragon (S.3857C; M.109; McD.173), uncirculated £800-1000 



284 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1887M, small spread JEB, short tail, ‘Jubilee’ bust L, rev. St. George and the 
dragon, M above date (S.3867; M.131A; McD.175), choice uncirculated, scarce £600-800 



285 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1887M, second legend, normal JEB, short tail, ‘Jubilee’ bust 1., rev. St. George and 
the dragon, M above date (S.3867A; M.131; McD.175a), choice uncirculated £450-550 



286 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1887M, second legend, normal JEB, short tail, ‘Jubilee’ bust 1., rev. St. George and 
the dragon, M above date (S.3867A; M.131; McD.175a), extremely fine £200-250 








287 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1887M, second legend, G: of DG: closer to crown, normal JEB, short tail, 
‘Jubilee’ bust 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3867B; M.131; McD.175b), about 
uncirculated /^350-450 





288 g Victoria, sovereign, 1888M, first legend, normal JEB with angled J, short tail, ‘Jubilee’ bust L, rev. St. 
George and the dragon, M above date (S.3867A; M.132; McD.177), about uncirculated /^600-700 



289 g Victoria, sovereign, 1888M, ‘Jubilee’ bust 1., first legend, normal JEB with angled J, short tail, rev. St. 
George and the dragon, M above date (S.3867B; M.132; McD.177a), uncirculated /^300-400 





290 g Victoria, sovereign, 1888M, second legend, normal JEB with angled J, short tail, ‘Jubilee’ bust 1., 
rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (cf. S.3867B; M.-; cf. McD.177b), choice 
uncirculated /^500-600 







291 g Victoria, sovereign, 1889M, first legend, normal JEB with angled], short tail, ‘Jubilee’ bust L, rev. St. 
George and the dragon, M above date (S.3867A; cf. M.132; McD.179), bagmarks, uncirculated, scarce 

£400-500 



292 g Victoria, sovereign, 1889M, second legend, normal JEB with angled], short tail, ‘Jubilee’ bust L, rev. 
St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3867B; M.133; McD.179a), uncirculated £400-500 



293 g Victoria, sovereign, 1890M, second legend, normal JEB with angled], short tail, ‘Jubilee’ bust 1., rev. 
St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3867B; M.134; McD.181), brilliant uncirculated, scarce thus 

£800-1000 

*ex Quartermaster Collection, Monetarium (Australia) Pty. Ltd., 4 June 2009, lot 142 



294 g Victoria, sovereign, 1891M, second legend, normal JEB with angled], short tail, ‘Jubilee’ bust 1., rev. 
St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3867B; M.135; McD.183), about extremely fine, rare 

£300-400 












295 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1891M, second legend, normal JEB with angled], longer tail, ‘Jubilee’ bust L, rev. 
St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3867C; M.135; McD.183a), choice uncirculated ^^500-600 



296 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1892M, ‘Jubilee’ bust L, rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3867C; 
M.136; McD.185), small edge nick on obverse, uncirculated /^300-400 



297 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1893M, ‘Jubilee’ bust 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3867C; 
M. 137; McD. 18 8A), almost uncirculated, scarce /^400-500 







298 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1893M, veiled bust 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3875; 
M.153; McD.190), uncirculated £400-600 








299 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1894M, veiled bust 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3875; 
M.154; McD.192), uncirculated ^^250-300 



300 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1895M, veiled bust L, rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3875; 
M. 155; McD. 194), uncirculated /^300-400 

This issue not represented in the Bentley collection. 



301 Q Victoria, sovereign 1896M, veiled bust 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3875; 
M. 156; McD. 196), uncirculated /^300-400 






302 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1897M, veiled bust 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3875; 
M. 157; McD. 198), choice uncirculated, scarce ^^300-400 







303 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1898M, veiled bust 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3875; 
M. 158; McD.200), uncirculated /^300-400 




304 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1899M, veiled bust L, 
M.159; McD.202), uncirculated 


rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3875; 

£300-400 




305 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1900M, veiled bust 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3875; 
M.160; McD.205), uncirculated £300-400 







306 Q Victoria, sovereign, 1901M, veiled bust 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3875; 
M. 161; McD.208), uncirculated ^^300-400 










307 ^ Edward VII, sovereign, 1902M, bare head r., rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3971; 
M.l86; McD.211), uncirculated £200-250 




308 Q Edward VII, sovereign, 1903M, bare head r., rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3971; 
M.l87; McD.214), uncirculated £200-250 



309 Q Edward VII, sovereign, 1904M, bare head r., rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3971; 
M. 188; McD.217), uncirculated £200-250 



310 Q Edward VII, sovereign, 1905M, bare head r., rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3971; 
M.l89; McD.220), uncirculated £200-250 



311 ^ Edward VII, sovereign, 1906M, bare head r., rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3971; 
M.190; McD.223), uncirculated £200-250 



312 Q Edward VII, sovereign, 1907M, bare head r., rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3971; 
M.191; McD.226), uncirculated £200-250 



313 Q Edward VII, sovereign, 1908M, bare head r., rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3971; 
M.192; McD.229), uncirculated £200-250 






314 Q Edward VII, sovereign, 1909M, bare head r., rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3971; 
M.193; McD.232), uncirculated £200-250 





315 ^ Edward VII, sovereign, 1910M, bare head r., rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3971; 
M.194; McD.235), uncirculated £200-250 




316 Q George V, sovereign, 191IM, bare head L, rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3999; 
M.229; McD.238), uncirculated £200-250 



317 Q George V, sovereign, 1912M, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3999; 
M.230; McD.241), uncirculated £200-250 



318 g George V, sovereign, 1913M, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3999; 
M.231; McD.244), uncirculated £200-250 





319 g George V, sovereign, 1914M, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, M 
M.232; McD.247), choice uncirculated 


above date (S.3999; 

1200-250 



320 g 


George V, sovereign, 1915M, bare head L, rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3999; 
M.233; McD.250), uncirculated £200-250 



321 g George V, sovereign, 1916M, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, M 
M.234; McD.253), uncirculated 


above date (S.3999; 

£200-250 











322 g George V, sovereign, 1917M, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3999; 
M.235; McD.256), uncirculated £200-250 



323 g 


George V, sovereign, 1918M, bare head L, rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3999; 
M.236; McD.259), uncirculated £200-250 






324 g 


George V, sovereign, 1919M, bare head L, rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3999; 
M.237; McD.262), uncirculated /^300-400 



325 g George V, sovereign, 1920M, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3999; 
M.238; McD.265), uncirculated, rare /^4000-5000 



326 ^ George V, sovereign, 1921M, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3999; 
M.239; McD.268), uncirculated!choice uncirculated with strong lustre andpleasing surfaces, normal slight softness 
of detail on the high points of St. George hut the mintmark is hold and both sides show the same lovely old-gold colour, 
extremely rare and a most desirable specimen 0,000-12,000 

With one of the lowest mintages among all colonial sovereigns, the 1921 Melbourne issue is understandably elusive when 
it displays full lustre and is so well preserved as this specimen, which must rank among the best-kept pieces, making it 
a contender for inclusion in a truly high-end collection. 



327 g George V, sovereign, 1922M, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3999; 
M.240; McD.271), minor abrasions in the soft gold, pleasing colour, uncirculated, very rare £8000-10 flOO 

Rated R2 by Marsh, this issue had a relatively low mintage of 608,306 pieces but its rarity today is clearly accounted for 
by the Royal Mint’s melting of sovereigns during the years 1930-31. This is an exceptional example, similar to the 
Bentley Collection coin (lot 835) except that coin was noted as having a light scratch on the horse. Seldom seen in any 
condition. 





328 g George V, sovereign, 1923M, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3999; 
M.241; McD.274), uncirculated, scarce /^300-400 



329 g 


George V, sovereign, 1924M, bare head L, rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3999; 
M.242; McD.277), choice, uncirculated /^300-400 



330 g 


George V, sovereign, 1925M, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3999; 
M.243; McD.280), uncirculated /^200-300 











331 g George V, sovereign, 1926M, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.3999; 
M.244; McD.283), uncirculated, scarce ^^200-300 



332 g George V, sovereign, 1928M, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, M above 
M.246; McD.287), choice uncirculated, scarce as such 


date (S.3999; 
£2500-3000 



333 ^ George V, sovereign, 1929M, bare head L, rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.4000; 
M.247[R3]; McD.289), about uncirculated, very rare £1500-2000 




334 g 


George V, sovereign, 1929M, bare head L, rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.4000; 
M.247[R3]; McD.289), extremely fine, very rare £1400-1600 



335 ^ George V, sovereign, 1930M, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, M 
M.248; McD.291), uncirculated 


above date (S.4000; 

£300-400 






336 Q George V, sovereign, 1931M, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, M above date (S.4000; 
M.249; McD.293), uncirculated, scarce £500-600 


^erth Mint 



337 ^ Victoria, sovereign, 1899P, veiled bust 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, P above date (S.3876; M.171; 
McD.203), choice uncirculated, very rare in this grade £1000-1200 



338 Victoria, sovereign, 1900P, veiled bust 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, P above date (S.3876; M.172; 
McD.206), uncirculated ^^300-400 





339 Victoria, sovereign, 1901P, veiled bust 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, P above date (S.3876; M.173; 
McD.209), uncirculated, scarce ^^300-400 




340 Q Edward VII, sovereign, 1902P, bare head r., rev. St. George and the dragon, P above date (S.3972; 
M. 195; McD.212), almost uncirculated £200-250 







341 ^ Edward VII, sovereign, 1903P, bare head r., rev. St. George and the dragon, P above date (S.3972; 
M.196; McD.215), uncirculated £200-250 





342 Q Edward VII, sovereign, 1904P, bare head r., rev. St. George and the dragon, P above date (S.3972; 
M.197; McD.218), uncirculated £200-250 




343 Q Edward VII, sovereign, 1905P, bare head r., rev. St. George and the dragon, P above date (S.3972; 
M.198; McD.221), uncirculated, scarce £200-250 






344 Q Edward VII, sovereign, 1906P, bare head r., rev. St. George and the dragon, P above date (S.3972; 
M.199; McD.224), uncirculated £200-250 








345 ^ Edward VII, sovereign, 1907P, bare head r., rev. St. George and the dragon, P above date (S.3972; 
M.200; McD.227), almost uncirculated, choice ^^200-250 




346 Q Edward VII, sovereign, 1908P, bare head r., rev. St. George and the dragon, P above date (S.3972; 
M.201; McD.230), uncirculated ^^200-250 





347 Q Edward VII, sovereign, 1909P, bare head r., rev. St. George and the dragon, P above date (S.3972; 
M.202; McD.233), about uncirculated £200-250 




348 Q Edward VII, sovereign, 191 OP, bare head r., rev. St. George and the dragon, P above date (S.3972; 
M.203; McD.236), about uncirculated £200-250 



349 g George V, sovereign, 191 IP, bare head L, rev. St. George and the dragon, P above date (S.4001; 
M.250; McD.239), uncirculated £200-250 




350 g 


George V, sovereign, 1912P, bare head L, rev. St. George and the dragon, P above date (S.4001; 
M.251; McD.242), uncirculated £200-250 








351 g George V, sovereign, 1913P, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, P 
M.252; McD.245), uncirculated 


above date (S.4001; 

£200-250 






352 g George V, sovereign, 1914P, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, P above date (S.4001; 
M.253; McD.248), uncirculated £200-250 






353 Q George V, sovereign, 1915P, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, P above date (S.4001; 
M.254; McD.251), uncirculated £200-250 



354 g 


George V, sovereign, 1916P, bare head L, rev. St. George and the dragon, P above date (S.4001; 
M.255; McD.254), uncirculated £200-250 



355 g 


George V, sovereign, 1917P, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, P above date (S.4001; 
M.256; McD.257), uncirculated £200-250 











356 g George V, sovereign, 1918P, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, P above date (S.4001; 
M.257; McD.260), uncirculated £200-250 



357 ^ George V, sovereign, 1919P, bare head L, rev. St. George and the dragon, P above date (S.4001; 
M.258; McD.263), uncirculated ^^200-300 



358 g George V, sovereign, 1920P, bare head L, rev. St. George and the dragon, P above date (S.4001; 
M.259; McD.266), uncirculated /^200-250 



359 g George V, sovereign, 1921P, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, P above date (S.4001; 
M.260; McD.269), uncirculated £200-250 



360 g George V, sovereign, 1922P, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, P above date (S.4001; 
M.261; McD.272), uncirculated £200-250 



361 ^ George V, sovereign, 1923P, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, P above date (S.4001; 
M.262; McD.275), uncirculated ^^200-300 



362 g George V, sovereign, 1924P, bare head L, rev. St. George and the dragon, P above date (S.4001; 
M.263; McD.278), good extremely finejabout uncirculated /^250-300 



363 g George V, sovereign, 1925P, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, P above date (S.4001; 
M.264; McD.281), uncirculated /^200-300 



364 g George V, sovereign, 1926P, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, P above date (S.4001; 
M.265; McD.284), uncirculated £1000-1500 





365 ^ George V, sovereign, 1927P, bare head L, rev. St. George and the dragon, P 
M.266; McD.286), uncirculated, scarce 


above date (S.4001; 

£400-500 




366 g 


George V, sovereign, 1928P, bare head L, rev. St. George and the dragon, P above date (S.4001; 
M.267; McD.288), about uncirculated, scarce ^^200-300 





367 g 


George V, sovereign, 1929P, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, P above date (S.4002; 
M.268; McD.290), uncirculated £200-250 







368 g George V, sovereign, 1930P, small bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, P above date (S.4002; 
M.269; McD.292), uncirculated ^^200-250 




369 g George V, sovereign, 1931P, bare head L, rev. St. George and the dragon, P above date (S.4002; 
M.270; McD.294), uncirculated £200-250 


Cdnadian Sovereigns 



370 g Edward VII, satin proof sovereign, 1908C, bare head r., rev. St. George and dragon, C above date 
(S.3970; M.183), some marks on obverse, about uncirculated with considerable lustre, very rare 

£4000-5000 


'ex St James’s Auction 22, 1 October 2012, lot 985 






371 ^ Edward VII, sovereign, 1909C, bare head r., rev. St. George and the dragon, C above date (S.3970; 
M. 184), extremely fine /^400-500 

*ex Bentley Collection, Baldwins Auctions, 27 September 2012, lot 881 



372 g George V, sovereign, 1911C, bare head L, rev. St. George and the dragon, C above date (S.3997; 
M.221), uncirculated £200-250 






373 g George V, sovereign, 1913C, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, C above date (S.3997; 
M.222), good extremely fiine, rare £\ 000-1500 





374 g George V, sovereign, 1914C, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, C above date (S.3997; 
yi.225)^ good extremely fiine, rare £600-800 




375 ^ George V, sovereign, 1916C, bare head L, rev. St. George and the dragon, C above date (S.3997; 
M.224), about uncirculated, lustrous with pleasing surfaces and gold colour, extremely rare 7,500-20,000 

*ex St James’s Auction 21, 19 April 2012, lot 525, realised £31,620 inc. b.p. 

This famous Canadian issue, struck at Ottawa to the tune of a mere 6,119 pieces, is the key to the series and is most 
desirable in this well-preserved condition. Thirty-five years ago, Marsh assigned a rarity rating of R5 to the 1916C and 
it’s still the most difficult Canadian sovereign to obtain for most collectors. Clearly, much of the meagre issue suffered 
melting as part of the war reparations following World War One: who would have noticed, among the millions of 
sovereigns thus remanded to liquid state, the few thousand coins of this issue? More to the point, how did any manage 
to survive? 







376 ^ George V, sovereign, 1917C, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, C above date (S.3997; 
M.225), uncirculated ^^200-250 




377 g George V, sovereign, 1918C, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, C above date (S.3997; 
M.226), about uncirculated ^^200-250 



378 ^ George V, sovereign, 1919C, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, C above date (S.3997; 
M.227), about uncirculated ^^200-250 


Soutfi African Sovereigns 



379 g George V, sovereign, 1923SA, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, SA 
M.287), in plastic holder, graded by NGC as About Uncirculated 55, extremely rare 


above date (S.4004; 
£8000-9000 



380 g George V, sovereign, 1925SA, bare head L, rev. St. George and the dragon, SA above date (S.4004; 

uncirculated £150-200 





381 g George V, sovereign, 1926SA, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, SA above date (S.4004; 
M.290), uncirculated £150-200 






382 g George V, sovereign, 1927SA, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, SA above date (S.4004; 
M.291), uncirculated 50-200 






383 g George V, sovereign, 1928SA, bare head L, rev. St. George and the dragon, SA above date (S.4004; 
M.292), uncirculated £150-200 




384 g George V, sovereign, 1929SA, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, SA above date (S.4005; 
M.293), in plastic holder, graded by NGC as A^bout Uncirculated 55 £\ 50-200 



385 g George V, sovereign, 1930SA, bare head 1., rev. St. George and the dragon, SA above date (S.4005; 
M.294), about uncirculated £\ 50-200 





386 g George V, sovereign, 1931SA, bare head L, rev. St. George and the dragon, SA above date (S.4005; 
M.295), in plastic holder, graded by NGC as Mint State 64 £\ 50-200 







387 g George V, sovereign, 1932SA, bare head L, rev. St. George and the dragon, SA above date (S.4005; 
M.296), in plastic holder, graded by NGC as Mbout Uncirculated 58 £\ 50-200 

Torei^n goUC Coins 




388 



388 g Australia, Elizabeth II, proof 25 dollars, 2005, 150^^ Anniversary of First Australian Sovereign 

(KM.868), about uncirculated ^^200-250 

389 g Rhodesia, Elizabeth II, proof 10 shillings, 1966, crowned bust r., rev. sable antelope (KM.5), 

uncirculated £1 00-150 



390 



390 g 


South Africa, Republic, proof gold 2 rand, 1977, springbok, rev. bust of van Riebeeck (KM.64), 
FDC £175-225 


391 g South Africa, Republic, proof gold 2 rand, 1978, springbok, rev. bust of van Riebeeck (KM.64), 
FDC £175-225 


392 


393 






392 ^ USA, proof 10 dollars, 1989, Liberty standing, rev. eagle, in plastic holder, graded by NGC as Proof 69 

Ultra Cameo /^150-200 

393 ^ USA, proof 10 dollars, 1990, Liberty standing, rev. eagle, in plastic holder, graded by NGC as Proof 69 

Ultra Cameo /^150-200 




394 



394 Q USA, proof 10 dollars, 1991, Liberty standing, rev. eagle, in plastic holder, graded by NGC as Proof 69 

Ultra Cameo /^150-200 

395 Q USA, proof 10 dollars, 1992, Liberty standing, rev. eagle, in plastic holder, graded by NGC as Proof 69 

Ultra Cameo /^150-200 



396 



397 


396 Q USA, proof 10 dollars, 1994, Liberty standing, rev. eagle, in plastic holder, graded by NGC as Proof 69 

Ultra Cameo /^150-200 

397 Q USA, proof 10 dollars, 1995, Liberty standing, rev. eagle, in plastic holder, graded by NGC as Proof 69 

Ultra Cameo /^150-200 




398 



399 


398 Q USA, proof 10 dollars, 1996, Liberty standing, rev. eagle, in plastic holder, graded by NGC as Proof 69 
Ultra Cameo /^150-200 


399 ^ USA, proof 10 dollars, 1997, Liberty standing, rev. eagle, in plastic holder, graded by NGC as Proof 69 
Ultra Cameo /^150-200 



400 Q USA, proof 10 dollars, 1998, Liberty standing, rev. eagle, in plastic holder, graded by NGC as Proof 69 
Ultra Cameo /^150-200 



401 USA, proof 10 doUars, 1999, Liberty standing, rev. eagle, in plastic holder, graded by NGC as Proof 69 
Ultra Cameo /^150-200 



402 Q USA, proof 10 dollars, 2000, Liberty standing, rev. eagle, in plastic holder, graded by NGC as Proof 69 
Ultra Cameo /^150-200 
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CONDITIONS OF SALE 


( 1 ) St. James's Auctions Limited [the Company] is a division of 
Knightsbridge Coins. The Company acts as agent for the seller. Sales 
made by the Company at public auction are sales made on behalf of the 
seller. 

(2) The buyer of any lot will be the highest bidder. In the event of any 
dispute, the auctioneer shall have absolute discretion to settle the dispute 
as he thinks best; this may mean re-offering the lot for sale. 

(3) The auctioneer shall have absolute discretion to divide any lot, 
combine two or more lots or withdraw any lot or lots without giving any 
reason. In the case of a dispute, he may re-offer a lot for sale. The 
auctioneer also has the right to refuse any bid or bids without giving a 
reason. 

(4) The Company and auctioneer shall have absolute discretion to refuse 
admission to their premises or attendance at their auction of any person 
they deem unsuitable, without giving any reason for, or prior notice of, 
their action. 

(5) The minimum increment between bids will normally be 5%. The 
auctioneer has the right to refuse any bid which is not in line with this 
increase. He also has absolute discretion to vary this increment as he sees 
fit. 

(6) All lots are subject to a Buyer's Premium of 24.00%, inclusive of 
VAT, (20% + VAT), payable by the buyer if resident in the EU. The 
symbol 'G' appearing next to a lot in this catalogue indicates the item is 
'Investment Gold' and therefore a VAT-registered trader can submit a 
claim to HM Revenue and Customs to recover the VAT element of the 
Buyer’s Premium. In the case of a lot marked with a dagger (f), import 
VAT at 5% will be added to the hammer price and will be payable by the 
buyer if resident in the EU. If the lot is being exported outside the EU, 
this import VAT can be waived or refunded on proof of export. 

(7) Each bidder shall be deemed to act as principal unless the Company 
acknowledges in writing prior to the auction that he acts as agent for a 
named third-party principal. For bidders unable to attend the auction in 
person, commissions will be executed free-of-charge. Such bids must be 
written and must be received at least 24 hours before the sale begins. The 
Company cannot guarantee to execute bids received less than 24 hours 
before the sale. 'Buy' bids will not be accepted. The Company shall not be 
liable for any errors or omissions in executing such commissions. 

( 8 ) All buyers must, if requested, notify their name and address to the 
auctioneer and, if required, provide additional proof of identification, 
bank references or other credit references. All buyers must pay the full 
purchase price, at the point of collection of purchases, or a fractional 
deposit as may be determined at the auctioneer's discretion, unless the 
Company has previously arranged credit terms. Seven working days must 
be allowed for clearance of personal cheques before delivery can be made 
unless a prior agreement has been reached. A 2.5% surcharge will be 
applied to all credit card payments. 

(9) Ownership of lots does not pass to the buyer until the Company 
has received payment in full. 

( 10 ) All lots, however, are held to be at the buyer's risk from the fall of 
the hammer. All lots shall be removed by the buyer within seven working 
days after the date of the sale. Any lots not so removed may become liable 
to removal, insurance and storage charges. Such lots may, at the 
auctioneer's discretion, be re-offered for sale at auction or by private treaty 
without further notice to the buyer. 

(11) All lots are offered for sale subject to any reserve price that may be 
imposed by the seller. The seller may not subsequendy change the reserve 
without the agreement of the Company. Where a reserve has been set, 
only the auctioneer may bid on behalf of the seller. Lots are normally 
reserved at 80% of lower estimate, with auctioneer's discretion. Unless re- 
offered for sale, the collection of unsold lots shall be the responsibility of 
the seller. 

(12) (a) Lots are sold as shown with all faults, imperfections and errors 
of description and lack of authenticity. The Sale of Goods Act 1979 does 
not apply to the sale of any lot. Neither the Company nor the seller shall 
give any warranty to any buyer in respect of any lot or be liable for any 
fault or error of description or lack of genuineness or authenticity of any 
lot. All statements as to items sold, whether made in catalogues, during the 
course of the auction or otherwise, are statements of opinion only and 
are not and shall not be taken to be statements or representations of fact. 
The Company reserve the right in forming their opinion to consult and 
rely upon any expert or authority considered by them to be reliable. Coins 
are graded to accepted UK standards to the best ability of our specialists. 
You acknowledge that the grading of coins is subjective and may vary 
from specialist to specialist, as the process is by nature an art and not a 
science. For this reason, we do not automatically accept and are not bound 
by the opinions of third party coin grading services for any purposes 
including before and after the sale of a lot. 


(b) Refund policy - notwithstanding the foregoing, if any lot 
should be proved by the buyer to be not genuine or authentic, or to have 
been wrongly described in any material respect, the buyer may reject the 
same provided that he has given notice in writing of his intention so to 
do and shall have returned the same to the Company within one month 
from, and in the same condition as at, the date of sale. If the coin was in 
a plastic holder at the time of sale, we cannot accept its return if it has 
been removed from that holder. The onus of proving a lot to be not 
genuine or authentic or to have been wrongly described shall lie with the 
buyer. Proof of the inability of any recognised expert or authority to 
express a definite opinion shall not discharge such onus. If the buyer shall 
discharge such onus, the auctioneers shall rescind the sale and repay to the 
buyer the price paid by him. Save as provided herein, the Company shall 
not under any circumstances whatsoever be liable for any costs, expenses 
or damages (whether direct, indirect, special or consequential) incurred or 
suffered by the buyer in respect of any lot, whether or not as a result of 
any fault, imperfection, error or description or lack of genuineness or 
authenticity, including but not limited to loss of any kind of profit 
whatsoever. The buyer will not be entided to claim interest on the amount 
due to him. The buyer shall not be entitled to a refund for any lot for any 
reason save as set out in this clause 12(b). 

(13) Save as provided in the preceding paragraph of these conditions 
buyers must satisfy themselves as to the accuracy of their purchases at 
the time of delivery. The Company cannot be held responsible for any 
discrepancy which might be discovered after the lots have been removed 
from either the auction room or the auctioneers' premises. 

(14) As stated in paragraph (1), the Company acts solely as agent between 
buyer and seller and shall not be held responsible for any default by either 
party or for any action or claim that may arise in connection with any lot. 

(15) Any part of the purchase price still outstanding after the auction, in 
line with the terms of paragraph (8), shall be paid in full within thirty days 
of the date of the auction. Without prejudice to any other rights, the 
Company reserves the right to charge interest on any overdue payment at 
a rate of three per cent per month. In the event that the company shall 
have paid the seller (normally 35 days after the sale) and part of the 
purchase price is still outstanding, tide to the lot will pass to the Company. 
The Company shall then have the right to sell any other goods belonging 
to the buyer and held by the Company for whatever reason at such a price 
that the company, in its absolute discretion, thinks fit. The buyer shall 
also reimburse the Company for any additional costs incurred in this 
process. 

(16) Buyers accepting commissions from third parties do so at their own 
risk. They remain responsible to the Company for full settlement 
according to these conditions 

(17) Privacy Policy - We may collect and process information you give to 
us such as your name, address and references. We will use this information 
to carry out our obligations arising from any contracts entered into 
between you and us and to provide you with the information, products 
and services that you request from us or that we offer. We may share your 
personal information with any member of our group, which means our 
subsidiaries, our ultimate holding company and its subsidiaries, as defined 
in section 1159 of the UK Companies Act 2006. We may share your 
information with selected third parties including: business partners, 
advertisers and analytics. We may disclose your personal information to 
third parties in the event we sell or buy any business or assets in which 
case we may disclose your personal data to the prospective seller or buyer 
or such business or assets or if we are under a duty to disclosure or share 
your personal data in order to comply with any legal obligation or in order 
to enforce or apply our terms of use. You have the right to ask us not to 
process your personal data for marketing purposes. 

(18) By making a bid, the buyer acknowledges his acceptance of these 
conditions and agrees to be bound by them. 

(19) If any buyer fails to comply with any of these Conditions, the lot or 
lots in respect of which the failure is made may at the discretion of the 
Company be put up again and resold. The damages recoverable from the 
defaulting buyer shall include, but not be limited to, the auctioneers' 
expenses and commission in respect of the resale and the amount (if any) 
by which the price obtained on the resale is exceeded by that obtained on 
the first sale. 

( 20 ) A variation of these Conditions shall only be binding on the 
Company and the seller if it is made in writing and signed by a duly 
authorised representative of the Company. 

( 21 ) These Conditions shall take effect and be construed in accordance 
with the provisions of English law. 

















































































































Auction 32 

Tuesday 19tfi May 20IS 



THe Cavendisft SCoteC, 81 Jermyn Street, St James's, London S%^1 


1: 2'000 GBP 
2; 6'500 GBP 
3: 38'250 GBP 
4: 2'600 GBP 
5: 2'100 GBP 
6: P850 GBP 
7: 7200 GBP 
8; 4'400 GBP 
9; 2'900 GBP 
10: 2'400 GBP 
11: 2'000 GBP 
12: IS'OOO GBP 
13: 2'500 GBP 
14: - 

15: 14'500 GBP 
16: 2'300 GBP 
17: 1700 GBP 
18: 2'300 GBP 
19: 3’000 GBP 
20: 7900 GBP 
21: 3’200 GBP 
22: 2'000 GBP 
23: 3700 GBP 
24: 22’000 GBP 
25: 8'000 GBP 
26: 7000 GBP 
27: rOOO GBP 
28: - 

29: 13'000 GBP 
M: 500 GBP 
M: 7600 GBP 
7700 GBP 
650 GBP 
M: 5'400 GBP 
M: 600 GBP 
M: 3'600 GBP 
IZ: 800 GBP 
38: 7000 GBP 


St James's Ructions 

St. James’s Auctions | Auction 32 | 19 May 2015 

Prices realised 


220 GBP 

163: 650 GBP 

244: 2'200 GBP 

325: 4'400 GBP 

M: 200 GBP 

164: 7000 GBP 

245: 200 GBP 

326: 14'500 GBP 

M: 220 GBP 

165: 7000 GBP 

246: 13'000 GBP 

327: 8'200 GBP 

160 GBP 

166: - 

247: 2'600 GBP 

328: 260 GBP 

M: 300 GBP 

167: 700 GBP 

248: 2'200 GBP 

329: 300 GBP 

200 GBP 

168: 7200 GBP 

249: 880 GBP 

330: 220 GBP 

440 GBP 

169: 3'400 GBP 

250: 4'800 GBP 

331: 260 GBP 

M: 13700 GBP 

170: 7400 GBP 

251: 3'000 GBP 

332: 2'200 GBP 

90: 200 GBP 

171: 7600 GBP 

252: 7800 GBP 

333: 7600 GBP 

91: 180 GBP 

172: 700 GBP 

253: 2'600 GBP 

334: 7500 GBP 

92: 7800 GBP 

173: 950 GBP 

254: 7700 GBP 

335: 260 GBP 

93: 300'000 GBP 

174: - 

255: 550 GBP 

336: 700 GBP 

94: 180 GBP 

175: 7600 GBP 

256: 6'000 GBP 

337: 7400 GBP 

95: 200 GBP 

176: 7300 GBP 

257: 4'000 GBP 

338: 320 GBP 

96: 180 GBP 

177: 260 GBP 

258: 3'000 GBP 

339: 340 GBP 

97: 180 GBP 

178: 7900 GBP 

259: 340 GBP 

340: 300 GBP 

98: 180 GBP 

179: 600 GBP 

260: 360 GBP 

341: 260 GBP 

99: 300 GBP 

180: 7500 GBP 

261: - 

342: 320 GBP 

100: 160 GBP 

IM: 900 GBP 

262: - 

343: 280 GBP 

101: 160 GBP 

182: 500 GBP 

263: - 

344: 300 GBP 

102: 180 GBP 

183: 260 GBP 

264: - 

345: 260 GBP 

103: 160 GBP 

184: - 

265: 340 GBP 

346: 200 GBP 

104: 160 GBP 

185: 440 GBP 

266: - 

347: 240 GBP 

105: 160 GBP 

186: - 

267: 500 GBP 

348: 260 GBP 

106: 180 GBP 

187: 650 GBP 

268: 950 GBP 

349: 300 GBP 

107: 160 GBP 

188: 300 GBP 

269: 950 GBP 

350: 260 GBP 

108: 170 GBP 

189: 200 GBP 

270: 950 GBP 

351: 200 GBP 

109: 170 GBP 

190: - 

271: - 

352: 240 GBP 

110: 200 GBP 

M: 460 GBP 

272: 650 GBP 

353: 420 GBP 

111: 180 GBP 

192: - 

273: 2'600 GBP 

354: 180 GBP 

112: 180 GBP 

193: 750 GBP 

274: 230 GBP 

355: 360 GBP 

113: 280 GBP 

194: 500 GBP 

275: - 

356: 180 GBP 

114: 400 GBP 

195: - 

276: - 

357: 240 GBP 

115: 260 GBP 

196: - 

277: 7000 GBP 

358: 200 GBP 

116: 240 GBP 

197: - 

278: 650 GBP 

359: 260 GBP 

117: 220 GBP 

198: - 

279: - 

360: 420 GBP 

118: 240 GBP 

199: - 

280: 650 GBP 

361: 300 GBP 

119: 650 GBP 

200: - 

281: 7100 GBP 

362: 260 GBP 


800 GBP 

120: 240 GBP 

201: 

40: 700 GBP 

121: 200 GBP 

202: 

41: 650 GBP 

122: 220 GBP 

203: 

42: 2'000 GBP 

123: 240 GBP 

204: 

43: 300 GBP 

124: 220 GBP 

205: 

44: 500 GBP 

125: 220 GBP 

206: 

45: 500 GBP 

126: 220 GBP 

207: 

46: 500 GBP 

127: 220 GBP 

208: 

47: P300 GBP 

128: 220 GBP 

209: 

48: 9'500 GBP 

129: 260 GBP 

210: 

49: 2'300 GBP 

130: 200 GBP 

211: 

M: 400 GBP 

m 180 GBP 

212: 

2700 GBP 

132: 220 GBP 

213: 

360 GBP 

133: 200 GBP 

214: 

M: 400 GBP 

134: 200 GBP 

215: 

M: 9'500 GBP 

135: 340 GBP 

216: 

M: 500 GBP 

136: 200 GBP 

217: 

M: 550 GBP 

137: 220 GBP 

218: 

450 GBP 

138: 200 GBP 

219: 

M: 350 GBP 

139: 200 GBP 

220: 

600 GBP 

140: 180 GBP 

221: 

m 600 GBP 

141: 180 GBP 

222: 

350 GBP 

142: - 

223: 

62: 450 GBP 

143: 17000 GBP 

224: 

63: 850 GBP 

144: 34'000 GBP 

225: 

M: 9'000 GBP 

145: 26'000 GBP 

226: 

24'000 GBP 

146: - 

227: 

M: 27000 GBP 

147: 5’400 GBP 

228: 

m.: 360 GBP 

148: 2’000 GBP 

229: 

280 GBP 

149: 2’000 GBP 

230: 

300 GBP 

150: 5’500 GBP 

231: 

70: 240 GBP 

m: 2’600 GBP 

232: 

71: 300 GBP 

152: 2’800 GBP 

233: 

72: 24'000 GBP 

153: 2’200 GBP 

234: 

73: 400 GBP 

154: P800 GBP 

235: 

74: 340 GBP 

155: 3’600 GBP 

236: 

75: 260 GBP 

156: 2’800 GBP 

237: 

76: 220 GBP 

157: 2’200 GBP 

238: 

77: 220 GBP 

158: P400 GBP 

239: 

78: 240 GBP 

159: 2’000 GBP 

240: 

79: 200 GBP 

160: 650 GBP 

241: 

M: 200 GBP 

161: 750 GBP 

242: 

81: 200 GBP 

162: POOO GBP 

243: 


282: - 

363: 340 GBP 

283: - 

364: 850 GBP 

284: 600 GBP 

365: 340 GBP 

285: - 

366: 280 GBP 

286: 240 GBP 

367: 220 GBP 

287: 300 GBP 

368: 240 GBP 

288: - 

369: 210 GBP 

289: - 

370: 5'200 GBP 

290: - 

371: 700 GBP 

291: 480 GBP 

372: 260 GBP 

292: 320 GBP 

373: 7800 GBP 

293: 7200 GBP 

374: 650 GBP 

294: 500 GBP 

375: 14'500 GBP 

295: 420 GBP 

376: 280 GBP 

296: - 

377: 260 GBP 

297: 340 GBP 

378: 300 GBP 

298: 320 GBP 

379: 8'500 GBP 

299: 260 GBP 

380: 200 GBP 

300: 260 GBP 

381: 200 GBP 

301: 260 GBP 

382: 200 GBP 

302: 500 GBP 

383: 220 GBP 

303: - 

384: 200 GBP 

304: 260 GBP 

385: 200 GBP 

305: - 

386: 180 GBP 

306: 280 GBP 

387: 180 GBP 

307: 240 GBP 

388: 200 GBP 

308: 220 GBP 

389: 230 GBP 

309: 200 GBP 

390: 175 GBP 

310: 200 GBP 

391: 175 GBP 

311: 280 GBP 

392: 160 GBP 

312: 220 GBP 

393: 170 GBP 

313: 220 GBP 

394: 170 GBP 

314: 220 GBP 

395: 170 GBP 

315: 200 GBP 

396: 170 GBP 

316: 200 GBP 

397: 170 GBP 

317: 220 GBP 

398: 170 GBP 

318: 220 GBP 

399: 170 GBP 

319: 320 GBP 

400: 170 GBP 

320: 260 GBP 

401: 170 GBP 

321: 240 GBP 

402: 170 GBP 

322: 260 GBP 


323: 400 GBP 


324: 480 GBP 


1700 GBP 

3'000 GBP 

950 GBP 

300 GBP 

340 GBP 

450 GBP 

PI 00 GBP 

320 GBP 

420 GBP 

500 GBP 

420 GBP 

PI00 GBP 

260 GBP 

320 GBP 

280 GBP 

400 GBP 

260 GBP 

280 GBP 

420 GBP 

340 GBP 

220 GBP 

280 GBP 

400 GBP 

260 GBP 

240 GBP 

360 GBP 

220 GBP 

240 GBP 

200 GBP 

240 GBP 

200 GBP 

260 GBP 

220 GBP 

280 GBP 

280 GBP 

280 GBP 

240 GBP 

400'000 GBP 

P400 GBP 

13’500 GBP 

12'500 GBP 


